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MILITARY-POLITICAL ISSUES 


WORK OF PARTY COMMISSIONS 
Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 5, May 83 pp 37-38 
[Article by Captain lst Ra « V. Drozdov] 


[Text ] The editors of “Soviet Military Re- 
view” have been receiving letters re- 
questing information on the work of 
the Party Commissions under the poli- 
ticel organs of the Soviet Armed For- 
ces. 

The following article has been writ- 


ten in compliance with these requests. 


There are Party Commissions 
under all the political organs 
of the Soviet Army and Navy. 
They are elected at Party con- 
ferences. The conference deci- 
des upon the size of the Party 
Commission, i.e., the number 
of members it is to be com- 
prised of. Communists com- 
manding prestige because 
they have accumulated” a 
wealth of Party experience 
and enjoying an untarnished 
reputation are usually elected 
members and candidate mem- 
bers of the Party Commission. 
The Party Commission § is ac- 
countable to the Party confe- 
rence which is convocated 
once every two or three years. 

In its work the Party Com- 
mission is guided by the Pro- 
gramme and Rules of the 
Communist Party of the So- 
viet Union, decisions of Party 
congresses and of the CPSU 
Central Committee, and Requ- 
lations for the Soviet Army and 


Navy Political Bodies, orders 
and directives of the Minister 
of Defence of the USSR and 
the Chief of the Main Political 
Administration of the Soviet 
Army and Navy. 

The Party Commission has 
the right to approve the deci- 
sions of primary Party organi- 
sations on admission of new 
members to the Party and exa- 
mine individual cases of Com- 
munists who have committed 
an offence. They are also com- 
petent to affirm the decisions 
of YCL primary organisations 
and « committees « of - military 
units on expelling offenders 
from YCL ranks. 

The main task of the Party 
Commission is to enhance the 
sense of responsibility of Com- 
munists for the implementation 
of Party policy. The purity of 
Party ranks is its primary con- 
cern. It sees to it that every 


member and candidate mem- 
ber of the Party lives 


up to 


the requirements of the CPSU 
Rules, and observes Party, sta- 
te and military discipline. 

To this end the Party Com- 
mission sums up the questions 
arising from the practice of 
admission to Party member- 
ship and examination of the 
personal cases of Communists 
and submits them to the chief 


of the political department 
concerned. The Party Com- 
mission regulates (within _ its 


sphere) the growth of Party 
ranks and conducts educatio- 
nal work among the Commu- 
nists to prevent possible of- 
fences. 

The Party Commission has 
the right not only to point out 
to the primary organisations 
the shoricomings and errors in 
admission of new members to 
the Party, but also to annul an 
erroneous decision. All errors 
are carefully analysed. The 
Party Commission also takes 
steps to preclude the repeti- 








tion of such errors in other pri- 
mary organisations. 

Every applicant for Party 
membership has to go through 
@ one year term of probation 
as candidate member. The 
Party Commission contributes 
to the ideological education 
of the candidate members, 
helps them successfully go 
through the term of probation 
and prepare for admission to 
the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union as full members. 
However, it does not perform 
the functions of the primary 
Pariy organisation. The pur- 
pose of the Party Commission 
is to give timely hints and ad- 
vice and to see that the Party 
crganisation ensures an_ all- 
round, fair and exacting check 
of the officer or mari who has 
decided to become a Commv- 
nist. 

If a primary Party organisa- 
tion deems it necessary to im- 
pose a penalty on a Com- 
munist by making an entry in 
the registration card or to ex- 
pel him from Party ranks, this 
decision shall be examined by 
the Party Committee of the re- 
giment (or ship), and upon af- 
firmation it shall be referred 
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to the Party Commission. 
Every time a personal! case 1s 
examined the Party Commis- 
sion sees to it that maximum 
fairness is observed and that 
all attending circumstances are 
thoroughly examined. The 
main purpose of the examina- 
tion is to educate the comrade 
who has committed the of- 
fence. The decisions of the 
Party Commission are made 
known to the primary Party or- 


ganisations where such Com- 
munists are registered. 

The Party Commission § sees 
to it that the Party organisa- 
tion hear the offender, as a ru- 
le, in one year's time on the 
steps he has taken to rectify 
the shortcomings for which he 
was held responsible. 

The Party Commission regu- 
larly analyses the work of the 
Party organisations in educat- 
ing young Communists, in en- 
suring that they play a= van- 
guard role in combat training 
and execution of service du- 


ties. Frank, informal talks of 
Party Commission members 
with Communists, above all 


with those who must improve, 
help prevent violations of Par- 
ty and military discipline. 

The fact that the Party Com- 
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mission maintains constant 
contact with the commanders, 
political workers, Party and 
Young Communist League or- 
ganisations helps enrich its ac- 
tivity. Such contact enables 
the Party Commission to delve 
deeply into all matters that 
bear on execution of service 
duties, combat training and so- 
cial work of Communists. 

The work of the Party Com- 
mission is organised by its 
secretary, who is accountable 
to the chief of the political 
department. The members and 
candidate members of the 
Party Commission regularly in- 
form the Party organisations on 
its work. 

The fulfilment of tasks set to 
the Party Commission largely 
depends on planning. Practical 
experience has shown that in 
some cases the main measures 
are included in the plans of 
Party organs, whereas in other 
cases these are included in the 
independent plans of the Par- 
ty Commission cencerned. 
Both procedures are consider- 
ed acceptable. 

The Party Commission plays 
an active role in educating 
Communists and enhancing 
their vanguard role. 








WARSAW PACT AND GROUPS OF FORCES 


INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION AMONG CENTRAL GROUP OF FORCES 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 5, May 83 pp 14-16 


[Article by Lieutenant-General M. Goglev] 


[Text ] 


The Communist Party of the Soviet Union devotes unremitting at- 
tention to strengthening unity and cooperation with the fraternal 
socialist countries. This cooperation is successfully realised in all 
spheres of political, economic and ideological life. 

The Warsaw Treaty Organisation established in May 1955 serves 
the cause of peace, socialism and the security of the socialist com- 
munity from the aggressive encroachments of imperialism. This 
military-political alliance of socialist countries was set up in res- 
ponse to the formation in 1949 of the aggressive North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation [NATO]. spearheaded against the USSR and 
other socialist states. 

The 26th Congress of the CPSU stressed that the defensive politi- 
cal and military alliance of the socialist countries has all it requires 
reliably to defend the socialist gains of their peoples. In this the 
Communist Party proceeds from VY. |. Lenin's precept that the peo- 
ples who had taken the path of socialist development needed 
close military and economic alliance, as otherwise the capitalists 
would smash and stifle them one by one. 

The military cooperation of the socialist countries, the combat fri- 
endship of their armies, is part of the international solidarity of the 
fraternal peoples, and the implementation of the Leninist ideas of 
proletarian internationalism. 

This article is about the way internationalist education is carried 
out among the officers and men of the Central Group of Forces 
{CGF}. 


units of the CGF and the 
Czechoslovak People’s Army 
(CPA) were assigned the mis- 


CE-FLOES were clearly 
seen on the black band 
of the river. A powerful water 








stream obstructed the way of 
the advancing Soviet and 
Czechoslovak troops. The 
commanders of the pontoon 


sion to build a pontoon brid- 
ge. 

Soldiers of the fraternal ar- 
mies got down to business 


without wasting a minute. Pon- 
toneers operated efficiently 
and in team-work. 


The assembly of the bridge 
elements was completed in 
half the rated time. When the 
two spans were joined the 
two officers in charge of the 
construction, A. Merkel and 
O. Fara, shook hands. 


A BRIDGE OF COMBAT 
FRATERNITY 


Soldiers called this crossing 
"A bridge of combat fraterni- 
tv "’ Quite a symbolic name, 
indeed! Figuratively speaking, 
the links of this bridge were 
started as far back as in the 
years of the Civil War and 
foreign military intervention 
(1918-20) when Czechoslovak 
internationalists fought in the 
ranks of the Red Army shoul- 
der to shoulder with the sol- 
diers of the young Soviet Re- 
public. Our fraternity was tem- 
pered in the flame of the 
Great Patriotic War (1941-45). 
Soldiers of the glorious’ Ist 
Czechoslovak Corps traversed 
their path of valour from Soko- 














lovo” to Preque side by side 
with the units of the Soviet 
Army, smashing the fascist in- 
vaders. 

Friendship sealed with 
blood in the joint struggle 
against the common enemy is 
strengthening and developing 
today. 

The patriotic and internatio- 
nalist education of the person- 
nei of the CGF in the spirit of 
friendship with the Czechos- 
lovak people and combat co- 
operation with the soldiers of 
the CPA are being effected 
in the course of everyday mi- 
litary, political and ideologi- 
cal work 


INTERNATIONALIST 
EDUCATION 


A definite system of inter- 
nationalist education of mili- 
tary personnel has taken 
shape. Among the most effec- 
tive forms of this work are: the 
Lenin lessons and readings, 
themat.c get-togethers, scien- 
tific and methodic conferen- 
ces, combat friendship meet- 
ings and meetings with the 
26tn CPSU Congress and 16th 
CPC Congress delegates, 
with veterans of the Great Pat- 
riotic War, veterans of the 
Ist Czechoslovak Army Corps, 
and representatives of wor- 
kers’ collectives 

Colonel-General G. Bori- 
sov, Commander of the Cer! 
ral Group of Forces, deiegote 
to the 26th Congress of te 
CPSU more than once spoxe 
to the CGF personne! and met 
with Czechoslovak workers 
and soldiers. Many genera's 


- The foc? nm. the ( A : , 
ed in Tebruary 1942 in the town of B 
quiuk in Orenburg Region In Mar 
1943 the C rechostov ak «< fiers of he 
25th Gi ard« Infantry nD ‘ ° ®».! 


firet hattle engageimnen S. ‘ of 


Kharkov 





and officers of the CGF take 
part in the meetings devoted 
to Scviet Army and Navy Day, 
to the Great October Socialist 
Revolution and to the libera- 
tion of Czechoslovakia, which 
are held at plants, collective 
farms, military units and va- 
rious organisations 

The officers and men of the 
CGF take a deep interest in 
the materials of the 16th Con- 
gress of the CPC. Over 50 de- 
legates of Czrechoslovakia’s 
highest Communist forum 
spoke in units of the Central 
Group of Forces. 

Soviet army men visit Cze- 
choslovak industrial enterpri- 
ses, familiarise themselves with 
the organisation of produc- 
tion, socialist emulation and 
life of collectives, and talk to 
workers. In their turn repre- 
sentatives of the Czechoslo- 
vak workers visit Soviet mili- 
tary units. 


Internationalist education is 
well organised in the units 
where majors S. Kryukov and 
L. Gladyshev serve. Comman- 
ders and political workers en- 
joy great assistance on the 
part of the Party organisati- 
ons. Party committees widely 
discuss the tasks of internatio- 
nalist education of the military 
personnel. Individual Party 
members report at Party meet- 
ings on how they are working 
to strengthen combat frater- 
nity and friendly ties with the 
local Party and state organisa- 
tions and workers’ collectiv« 


Komsomol organisations 
make a tangible contribution 
to internationalist education. 
Vast experience has been ac- 
cumulated in the unit where 
Senior Lieutenant S. Yedapin 
is secretary of the Komsomo! 
committee. They hold very 
nstructive parties of friend- 
ship and combat fraternity, 





themetic evenings “The Coun- 
try in Which You Serve,” and 
excursions to Czechoslovak 
enterprises. This Komsomol or- 
ganisation was awarded the 
Challenge Red Banner of the 
Young Socialist League of 
Crechoslovakia for successes 
in the communist education of 
youth and strengthening of 
internationalist ties with sold- 
ers of the CPA 

A joint march of the Soviet 
and Czechoslovak youth along 
the battle route of the 18th 
Army of the 4th Ukrainian 
front and the ist Czechoslo- 
vak Army Corps on the terri- 
tory of the CSSR was of great 
educational value. Some 300 
soldiers, Komsomo! members, 
took part in’ it. The march 
lasted for 5 days and ended in 
the town of Policka, where in 
May 1945 the 18th Army with 
Leonid Brezhnev as chief of 
the army political department 
finished its combat path. 


In honour of the victory of 
the Soviet people in the Great 
Patriotic War and liberation of 
Czechoslovakia from the fascist 
invaders the Soviet and Cze- 
choslovak military tourists 
climbed together Mount Ger- 
lachovka, the highest peak in 
the CSSR. The participants of 
this ascent set on the top the 
state flags of the USSR and 
CSSR. 


Seminars of political wor- 
kers of the CGF and CPA have 
become a common practice 
Of great benefit, for instance, 
was a meeting of leaders of 
the CGF Political Administra- 
tion and the CPA Eastern Mi- 
litary District. Political workers 
of the fraternal countries’ ar- 
mies discuss problems of, the 
activity of political organs, 
Party, Komsomo! and CSSR 
Young Socialist League orga- 
nisations. 








TRADITIONAL FORMS 


Among the traditional! forms 
of strengthening combat [ri- 
endship is joint training, espe- 
cially tactical exercises. They 
promote the development of 
mutual aid and cooperation 
This helps improve tactical co- 
operation, permits exchange of 
experience in troop control 
and organisation of Paerty-po- 
litical work in different kinds 
of combat exercises 


During the Oruzhba-82 
exercise the Soviet and Cze- 
choslovak soldiers actea on 
the training battlefield in co- 
operation with the units of 
the Hungarian People’s Army 
Gustav Husak, Genera! Secre- 
tary of the Communist Party of 
Crechoslovakia and President 
of the CSSR gave a_ high as- 
sessment to the allied actions 
of the fraterna! armies during 
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his visit to the exercise area 
In the simulated battles the 
Soviet, Crechoslovak and 
Hungarian soldiers again de- 
monstrated their inviolable 
class and combat fraternity 


The problems of internatio- 
nalist fraternity are widely co- 
verec in the CGF “Sovetsky 
Soldat’ (Soviet Soldier) news- 
paper. It speaks at length 
about strengthening combat 
cooperation with the CPA 
units and other armies of the 
Warsaw Treaty member states. 
Materials of the Class and 
Combat Fraternity internatio- 
nalist club find broad response 
among the readers. These to- 
pical columns appear regular- 
ly, twice a month. Such  fea- 
tures as “We Are Internatio- 
nalists,”” “Czechoslovak Life,” 
“Among the Czechoslovak 


Soldiers,’ “About the Cze- 


choslovak Internationalists”’ 


"Soviet Military Review", No 5, 1983 


are constantly published in the 
newspaper 

Journalists of the CGF main- 
tain close ties with military 


journalists of the centra or- 
gans of the CPA. such as the 
Ludova Armada magazine and 
the Obrana Ludu newspeper 
They make annua! plans of 
cooperation and map out tne 
routes for joint trips to the 
units of the CGF and CPA for 
each training period 

Museums and rooms of com- 
bat glory do considerable 
work in internationalist edu- 
cation, in strengthening friend- 
ship with the CSSR- workers 
They hold meetings with war 
veterans, and combat friend- 
ship gatherings 

Commanders and politica! 
workers value highly combat 
friendship with the Czechos- 
lovak soldiers and in future 
will do everything to consoli- 
date it 
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ARMED FORCES 


ADM SOROKIN ON CURRENT WORLD SITUATION 


Mn on ’ -" ww aw crTurr 2 _ es . 
“©Scow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No >, May 83 pp 4-7 

sArticle by Adm Alexei Ivanovich Sorokin, first deputy chief of the Main 
Olitical Administration of the Soviet Army and Navy ] 


[Text ] 


EGEMONISTIC encroachments and the striv- 

ing to Gominate the world scene have ai- 

ways been the characteristic features of 
perialism, especially American mperialiism. V. | 
Lenin, pointing out this feature. warned that world 
domination in short constitutes the essence of 
imperialist policy 


The striking contirmation of the veracity of this 
definition of Lenin's is the hegemonistic policy 
pursued by the Reagen Administration. The Rea- 
gen Administration has brazenly announced its 
imperial ambitions. Aggressivenes adventurism 
and claims to ‘American leadership have be- 
come the policy of the United States 


As a matter of fact, the American ruling circles. 
working towerd their objectives, have embarkec 
on the path of rejecting the principles of interna- 
tional relat.ons stated in the Final Act of the all- 
Eure Conference in Helsinki, signed also by 
the American President, and reneging their 
agreements and arrangements with the Soviet 
Union reached in the previous years. Striving to 
realise its hegemonistic designs, Washington ven- 
tures to impudently interfere in the interna! affairs 

sovereign states, the social system of and the 
state of affairs .) which are not to its liking, and 
actates “rues of conduct te its allies and part- 
ners, showirg total disregard for their nterests 
As the Political Declaration of the Warsaw Treaty 


xin» 








Member-States adopted this past January at the 
Conference of the Political Consultative Commit- 
tee in Praque stresses: ‘the imperialist circles are 
pursuing a policy of strength, pressure, diktat, in- 
tervention in internal affairs and encroachment on 
the national independence and sovereignty of 
states and seek to consolidate or recarve ‘sphe- 
res of influence.’ ”’ 


The present foreign policy course pursued by 
Washington is the embodiment of the views of 
the most militant circles of the US monopoly capi- 
tal. The entire activity of the US Administration is 
permeated with anticommunism and anti-Sovie 
tism. Against the policy of detente it has pitted 
the policy of confrontation with the Soviet Union 
and other countries of the socialist commun'ty. It 
torpedoed the ratification of the SALT-2 Treaty 


and the treaties on the limitation of nuclear tests 
and underground nuclear explosions for peaceful 
purposes. It continues its brutal attempts to inter- 


fere in Poland's internal affairs, trying to prod 
counterrevolutionary elements in this country into 
open attacks. 


The Camp David deal, the direct spurring of 
Israel into an aggression against Arab peoples, 
the overwhelming support of Great Britain's colo- 
nialist ambitions in the course of the armed conf- 
lict in Southern Atlantic, unceasing provocations, 
including military ones, against socialist Cuba and 
people’s Nicaragua, the backing of antipopu- 
lar dictatorial regimes in Latin American countries, 
the organisation of coups d'etat beneficial for the 
United States, the waging of an undeclared war 
against Afghanistan. —such are the concrete deeds 
of American imperialism. The establishment of a 
US Central Command (CENTCOM) whose zone of 
operations embraces a vast area of the globe lo- 
cated thousands of kilometres away from Ameri- 
can shores is a vivid manifestation of US global 
ambitions. 


At the same time Washington is persistently ex- 
ploring new methods of retaining the position of 
the USA as a ieader of the ‘free world” and is 
arrogating to itself the right to shape the common 
course of the West in the world arena, on the ba- 





sis of recognition by the other Western countries 
of Washington's objectives as their common ob- 
jectives. According to the defence directive for 
fiscal years 1985-89, a recently publicised top sec- 
ret Pentagon document, the US “vital interests’’ 
cover practically all regions of the world. This pa- 
per also openly proclaims the possibility of direct 
US military interference on the part of Washing- 
ton’s allies and “‘friends’’ at any point of the globe 
The mercenary motives of the American ruling 
circles particularly clearly manifes! themselves in 
their notorious sanctions against West European 
firms filling orders for the West Siberia-West 
Europe gas pipeline. 

Real socialism constitutes the principal barrier 
to the US hegemonistic designs. The USA openly 
declared that its prime goal is to weaken socialism 
and give itself a ‘free hand.” 

The American ruling circles display especial 
concern for ensuring an “ideological support’ of 
their imperialist course. To attain this goal they 
are using all the diplomatic, propaganda and 
“psychological warfare’ means at their disposal. 


The crusade against communism which Reagan 
oroclaimed last year also serves the same purpo- 
se. The “programme of democracy and _ public 
diplomacy” announced by Washington with so 
much pomp this February regards it as a crusade 
against all those who do not agree with the US 
policy of diktat and tyranny. In this way the Unit- 
ed States endeavours to arrogate to itself the right 
to grossly interfere, under the pretext of “protect- 
ing democracy,” in the affairs of other states, 
above all the developing ones, which they would 
like to tether to American policy. 


Proceeding from the correlation of forces that 
has taken shape on the world scene, and realisti- 
cally taking into consideration the action of the 
laws of social development and the lessons of his- 
tory, the Soviet people are convinced of the futi- 
lity of the USA's attempts to weaken socialism and 
of its claims to world domination. At the same 
time one cannot ignore the fact that in their drive 
for hegemony the US ruling circles are drawing 
upon their themendous economic, technical and 


military potential and pursue an extremely adven- 





turous line in international affairs, staking mainly 
on the ‘‘position-of-strength” policy and armed 
violence 

US imperialism's attempts to attain these goals 
by the methods of armed violence manifest them- 
selves in aifferent forms. They include the threat 
of force, the unbridled arms race and the attempts 
to impose it on other countries, the expansion of 
its military presence to various areas of the globe 
and shows of force, the use of arms in local con- 
flicts and the waging of limited aggressive wars. 
The imperialist hawks do not rule out the extreme 
form of armed violence — an all-out nuclear war. 
Far from ruling it out, they are engaged in inten- 
sive and planned preparations for such warfare. 

The White House has embarked on the road of 
intensifying militarist preparations and achieving 
military superiority. First of all Washington wants 
to upset the existing rough balance in the field of 
strategic armaments between the Soviet Union 
and the United States. 


In October 1981 President Reagan announced 
his comprehensive programme of nuclear rearma- 
ment of the USA for the 1980s, including the crea- 
tion of the latest models of strategic attack wea- 
pons such as MX intercontinental ballistic missiles, 
a fleet of nuclear-powered submarines armed 
with Trident missiles, B-1B and Stealth strategic 
bombers, ‘ong-range cruise missiles of different 
types of basing, and the modernisation of the 
communication system and the system of control 
over strategic offensive forces. The implementa- 
tion of this programme has already begun and 's 
rapidly being carried out. 

The USA refused point-blank to follow the So- 
viet Union's example when the latter adonted a 
historical commitment not to be the first to use 
nuclear weapons. The representatives of the pre- 
sent Administration declared ‘‘unacceptable” the 
far-reaching proposals of the USSK on the limita- 
tion and reductions of strategic ermaments which 
was praised not only by preacressive forces but 
also realistic-minded poutic: » different Wes- 
tern countries 


The US plans aimed at upsetting the approx:- 
mate parity in medium-range nuclear armaments 
now existing in Europe also pose a serious threat 
to the cause of peace ‘ding to the decision 
imposed by the USA > NATO, already this year 
the deployment of a!) > +) 600 Amer can Pershing-2 
and cruise missiles with nuclear warheads will be 


started on the territories of a number of West 
European countries. The impiementation§ of this 
plan would lead to a serious buildup of the US 
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strategic potential targeted on the Soviet Union 
and would turn West European nations into hos- 
tages of Washington. 


And all this is done in spite of the fact that the 
Soviet Union and the United States have been ne- 
gotiating in Geneva for almost a year and a half 
on how to limit and reduce nuclear armaments. It 
appears that Washington would like to block an 
agreement and, citing the collapse of the talks, to 
attain, in one way or another, superiority in this 
field. On March 23 President Reagan delivered a 
diffuse speech on problems of military policy, 
which boils down to the fact that the United States 
should intensify its rearmament efforts to become 
the dominating military power in the world. The 
speech left no doubt as to the present US Admi- 
nistration’s intentions to continue on the very dan- 
gerous path leading to a nuclear holocaust. In a 
Pravda interview, Yuri Andropov, General Secre- 
tary of the CPSU Central Committee, said in con- 
nection with this speech: ‘The problems of war 
and peace should not be treated so light-ininded- 
ly. All attempts to achieve military superiority 
over the USSR are futile. The Soviet Union will 
never allow this, it will never be left defenseless 


in the face of any threat. Let Washington firmly 
realise this.” 
The USA is intensifying its attempts to draw 


NATO into its imperialist plans, a fact which was 
confirmed by the winter session of the bloc’s lead- 
ing agencies, at which a decision was adopted to 
speed up wer preparaticns of its member-states. 
At the same time the NATO Council decided to 
intensify its activities outside the bloc’s sphere of 
action. 


An important part in pursuing this goal is as- 
signed to the Rapid Deployment Force and to 
1,500 US military bases and other military installa- 
tions located on the territories of 32 foreign coun- 
tries, where over 500,000 American servicemen 
ere permanently stationed. In addition to the 
Washington-sponsored NATO, ANZUS, ANZUK 
and other mary blocs, these bases are regarded 
as « springboard for an aggression in ‘‘one and a 
half,’ “two and a half’ and even “‘five’’ wars plan- 
ned by the Pentagon. 


Washington is also stepping up its attempts to 
involve Japan, linked with the United States by a 
so-called security treaty into its plans and pre- 
parations posing a threat to peace. The USA is in- 
tent on turning this country into a watchdog in 
Eastern Asia and the Pacific Ocean area and 
using its territory for its aggressive purposes. 











All this is designed to create the material base 
for the struggle against socialism and the libera- 
tion movement of the peoples, and for the reali- 
sation of US hegernonistic ambitions. The military 
doctrines and conceptions being developed by 
Washington also serve the same purposes. Official 
Administration spokesmen are heard to discourse 
on the possibility of “limited,” “protracted” and 
other varieties of nuclear war. This is intended to 
accustom the people to the thought that such a 
war is not only acceptable but that the USA can 
win if. 

The strategy of “direct confrontation’’ Washing- 
ton adheres to is openly aggressive in nature. It 
provides for the decisive use by the United States 
of its military might as a means for exercising 
world diktat, protecting ‘‘vital interests’ of Ame- 
rican imperialism in different regions of the world, 
including access to the sources of strategic raw 
materials and energy resources. The prime stake 
here is placed on the preparation for a strategic 
nuclear war and diverse use in it of strategic for- 
ces — from “limited” nuclear strikes to mass em- 
ployment of nuclear weapons. The emphasis in 
these plans is placed on delivering the first strike. 

Besides, the strategy of “direct confrontation’ 
is aimed at preparing the armed forces of the 
USA and its allies for waging war with the use of 
conventional weapons alone and expanding mili- 
tary operations to any part of the globe where 
the enemy is “most vulnerable.” 

For many countries and peoples the USA's 
drive for world domination and its hegemonistic 
ambitions are fraught with the loss of national in- 
dependence and statehood itself, and with the use 
of violence against freedom fighters on the part 
of antipopular repressive regimes. 

The aggressive policy of the United States and 
its pursuit of world domination jeopardise the 
most sacred and principal right of man — the 
right to live. The military preparations of the Unit- 
ed States and its NATO allies and the elaboration 
of various versions of nuclear war should be re- 
garded as a direct encroachment on this right. 

Being aware of habits and nature of US aggres- 
sive forces, the USSR will maintain high vigilance 
and constant combat readiness of its Armed For- 
ces at the level of modern requirements. “Our de- 
fensive military doctrine,” wrote Marshal of the So- 
viet Union D. F. Ustinov, Minister of Defence of 
the USSR, “designed strictly to repulse an exter- 
nal threat, will not be passive. In the event of ag- 
gression our armed forces and the armies of the 
fraternal socialist countries will defend the acqui- 
sitions of socialism without any hesitation, with to- 





tal determination, and with the use of al! the de- 
fence and economic might of our states.” 

Today, as never before, the peoples are com- 
ing to the forefront of history. They have won the 
right to have their say and no one can muffle their 
voice. This voice is becoming louder and louder. 

The socialist community is a powerful and heal- 
thy organism which is playing an enormous and 
beneficial role in the world of today. Keen interest 
throughout the world was aroused by a new im- 
portant proposal advanced at the Conference of 
the Political Corsultative Committee in Prague, 
namely the proposal to conclude a Treaty on the 
Mutual Non-Use of Military Force and Mainte- 
nance of Relations of Peace between the member- 
states of the Warsaw Treaty Organisation and the 
member-states of the North Atlantic Treaty Orae- 
nisation. 

The participants in the conference expressed 
their full approval and support o!f the Soviet 
Union's peace initiatives. The USSR has advanced 
recently a wide range of important initiatives c)- 
rected at limiting and reducing strategic and nuc- 
lear weapons in Europe. These proposals were 
summarised in the report by Yuri Andropov at the 
Kremlin jubilee meeting on the occasion of the 
60th anniversary of the formation of the USSR 
Our position is clear, he said. A nuclear war — 
whether big or small, whether limited or total — 
must not be allowed to break out. 

Setting forth these proposals, the Soviet Union 
considers it necessary to declare once again be- 
fore the whole world that it will never let its se- 
curity or the security of its allies be jeopardised. 
The Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the 
Soviet Government warned more than once that 
the USSR shall never permit anyone to upset the 
military-strategic balance existing in the world 
This warning is based on the real capabilities of 
mature socialism. The USSR will be compelled to 
counter the challenge of the American side by 
deploying corre-nonding weapons systems of its 
own, such as an analogous missile to counter the 
MX missile and its own cruise missile, which is 
being tested at present to counter the US ‘:ong- 
range cruise missile. 

The Soviet Union is doing everything in its po- 
wer for the triumph of reason in international af- 
fairs. It will continue to consistently pursue the Le- 
ninist policy of peaceful coexistence of states with 
different social systems, remaining at the, same 


time vigilant in the face of the schemes of the ene- 
mies of socialism and peace, and taking the ne- 
cessary measures to safeguard the country’s secu- 
rity. 
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Admiral Alexei Ivanovich Sorokin was born in 
1922. He joined the Soviet Army in 1941. He was 
an active participant in the Great Patriotic War 
{1941-45}, where he commanded a mortar crew 
and was a Komsomol organiser of a battalion and 
then a regiment. After the war he graduated from 
the Lenin Military Political Academy, then served 
as chief of the political department of a naval di- 
vision, chief of the political department of a na- 
val base, Member of the Military Council — Chief 
of the Political Administration of the Northern 
Fleet, and Member of the Military Council — 
Chiei of the Political Administration of the Soviet 
Navy. In the Armed Forces he worked his way up 
from soldier to admiral, to the First Deputy Chief 
of the Main Political Administration of the Soviet 
Army and Navy. 

Admiral Sorokin was a delegate to She 25th and 
26th CPSU congresses, and is a deputy to the 
RSFSR Supreme Soviet. 
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ARMED FORCES 


DEVELOPING COMMANDER'S INITIATIVE 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 5, May 83 pp 18-21 


[Article by Major-General I. Yorobyov, D.Sc. (Military) ] 


[Text ] 


The road to victory in battle is not an easy one and there are no 
universal methods for achieving it which would suit any situation. 
In organising combat the commander proceeds from his know- 
ledge of conditions in which it will be fought and principles go- 
verning its preparation and conduct. In adopting a decision he 
must take into consideration the component elements of the situa- 
tion at hand, above all the enemy tactics, combat capabilities of 
friendly units and specifics of the terrain. But this does not boil 
down to a simple, mechanical correlation of forces. To enjoy nu- 
merical superiority over the enemy is not enough for victory in 
battle; much depends on the commander's ability correctly to use 
the forces available and on his combat maturity whose most im- 
portar.t components are creativity and initiative. The commander's 
initiative and creativity are a fusion of knowledge, innovation and 
daring, insight and tactical prudence, his striving to successfully 
accomplish the mission assigned and the superior commander's 
order. 


In virtually any type of com- 
bat the commander can_ in- 
troduce something new _ into 
the methods of fire destruction 
of the enemy, types of sub- 
units’ combat formation, me- 
thods of executing manoeuv- 
res, etc, i.e., he can use the 
tactics which would | surprise 
the enemy and ensure success. 

In December 1941, during 
the counteroffensive of Soviet 
troops near Moscow, a_ tank 
battalion fighting in one of 
the front sectors as an advanc- 
ed detachment was ordered 
to capture a crossing over 


the Beryozka River and stub- 
bornly hold it to prevent the 
enemy from withdrawing bey- 
ond the river. Soon reconnais- 
sance reported that two enemy 
columns totaling up to two in- 
fantry battalions were  simul- 
taneously advancing toward 
the crossing area: one from 
the east and the other from 
the south. After calculating 
the speed of movement, the 
commander decided to rout 
both columns in turn. Having 
detailed a part of the forces 
to cover the southern flank, 
he performed a secret ma- 
noeuvre; he delivered a sur- 
prise blow at the column ad- 
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vancing from the east and then 
transferred his efforts to the 
southern sector. The  tank- 
men's swift attack took the 
enemy unawares, frustrated his 
plans and prevented his with- 
drawal to a new line in an or- 
ganised manner. 

As has been mentioned 
above, the commander can 
display creative initiative in 
any type of combat. For exam- 
ple, in the offensive he may 
exhibit it in selecting the time, 
place and method of attacking 
the enemy or executing a ma- 
noeuvre. By decisive and sur- 
prise operations the attacker 
strives to gain and firmly main- 
tain fire superiority, continuo- 








usly to combine fire with the 
movement of subunits, to en- 
sure @ rapid pace of advance 
and quick rout of the defen- 
der. The element of surprise is 
especially important here. Dur- 
ing the Great Patriotic War 
night conditions were widely 
used for purposes of surprise. 
Attacks usually began either at 
nightfall, or at midnight, or, 
not infrequently, before dawn. 
Sometimes ‘noiseless’ (with- 
out artillery preparation) at- 
tacks were used. In some ope- 
rations, for instance in the bat- 
tle of Berlin, searchlights were 
switched on before the tanks 
and infantry rushed in attack in 
order to enhance the psycho- 
logical effect on the enemy. 


Today more diversified at- 
tacking methods can be used 
than in the past. If during 
World War ll infantry units 
had to penetrate organised 
defences of the enemy on 
foot, nowadays they can be 
reliably neutralised by fire 
and therefore motorised _in- 
fantry subunits can carry out 
an attack staying in combat 
vehicles, which enhances _ its 
power and swiftness. 


In organising and conduct- 
ing fire combat the comman- 
der can also use diversified 
tactical methods which would 
surprise the enemy. In particu- 
lar, he may skilfully combine 
engagement of the enemy at 
close and far approaches, de- 
liver simuitaneous fire attacks 
from the Ground *nd from the 
air by diffcre.'! t pes of wea- 
pons, forestali the enemy in 
destroying fire weapons, qui- 
ckly mass fire to destroy or 
neutralise most important tar- 
gets, etc 


The more dynamic and fluid 
the battle is, the greater initia- 
tive is required of the com- 
mander to timely note and 
make use of any mistake made 
by the enemy, to strike a blow 
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against his weak point in the 
combat formation and frustrate 
his plans. For example, if the 
enemy has prepared to repul- 
se a daytime attack, if is ad- 
visable to launch if at night, 
or if he is bringing in reserves 
to deliver a counterattack, 
they should be stopped when 
still on the march. To put it in 
a nutshell, enemy actions 
should be opposed by coun- 
teractions to make him always 
late in implementing his plans. 

In the tactical defensive 
depth, battle usually falls into 
a number of centres of com- 
bat and is conducted in sepa- 
rate areas. In that case the 
possibility exists to make use 


of gaps and breaches in_ the 
combat formation of enemy 
troops for rapid exploitation 
of success and for executing 
envelopments and turning mo- 
vements. For example, attacks 
from different directions may 
prove to be very effective for 
capturing enemy strong points 
used to hold road centres, do- 
minating features of the 
ground and mountain passes. 
Such an attack makes it pos- 
sible to disperse the defen- 
der's combat formation and 
destroy his subunits peace- 
meal. 

The defensive battle pre- 
sents no less favourable con- 
ditions for displaying initiative 


and creativity. On defence, 
the troops usually have to 
counter an attack of superior 


enemy forces. To achieve suc- 
cess the defender must skil- 
fully uy favourable terrain li- 
nes to organise stable defen- 
sive positions, as well ‘as the 
power of all types of fire and 
obstacles in combination with 
vigorous and flexible ma- 
noeuvres. 

A lack of forces should be 
compensated for by a skilful 
organisation of defences, pro- 
per selection of areas where 
main efforts will be concent- 
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rated and by the sfaunchness 
and persistence of troops. Mo- 
dern powerful and efficient 
weapons enable the comman- 
der to enhance the stability of 
his defence. 

in organising combat, the 
commander should display a 
creative approach to selecting 
the proper layout of the FEBA, 
locating fire weapons on the 
ground, to the subunit com- 
bat formation, creation of fire 
and barrier systems, etc. De- 
fence only then becomes unas- 
sailable for the enemy when 
he cannot comprehend the 
principles behind its organisa- 
tion and when it continuously 
prepares surprises for him. To 
achieve this, strong points 
should be located so that they 
fit’ into the terrain and are 
well camouflaged. Provision 
should be also made for laying 
ambushes, creating dummy ins- 
tallations and wide manoeuv- 
res. 

Such a creative approach 
was exhibited, for instance, at 
a tactical exercise by Captain 
Ye. Belov, commander of a 
motorised infantry battalion. 
The battalion was ordered to 
defend the approaches to an 
important road centre. During 
on-the-spot reconnaissance the 
commander thoroughly studi- 
ed the terrain and determined 
probable actions of the ene- 
my. In the area where the 
main attack was expected, he 
organised a dummy FEBA. The 
combat security subunit orga- 
nised and occupied & position 
in this area. With the begin- 
ning of the attack it was to re- 
treat into the depth, thus 
Yrawing the enemy into a kil- 
ling ground. 


The backbone of the de- 
fence was the fire of all types 
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and various obstacles. Primary 
and alternate positions for in- 
fantry fighting vehicles and 
tanks attached to the battalion 
were also organised. 


A manoeuvre with forces 
was planned with due regard 
for terrain conditions. Thus, to 
ensure secrecy, the companies 
of the battalion second eche- 
lon, which were ordered to 


launch a counterattack, moved 
to the deployment line along 
a hollow which crossed the 
battalion defensive area. Dur- 
ing combat the attacker was 
unable to completely disclose 
the battalion system of de- 
fence. Some of his attacking 
subunits fell into a fire ambush 
and suffered heavy ‘‘losses.” 
The battalion successfully cop- 
ed with the mission assigned. 

This and many other exam- 
ples testify that initiative and 
creative abilities displayed in 
organising combat and con- 
trolling subunits in the course 
of it enable the commander to 
win victory over superior ene- 
my forces. 


There are diverse methods 
for developing creative thin- 
king and initiative. The com- 
mander’s combat _ training 
standard is inseparably linked 
with his ideological and theo- 
retical training level and his 
ability to make full use of Mar- 
xist-Leninist methods for 
acquiring military-scientific 
knowledge. Within the officer 
training system, at 'essons and 
exercises the Soviet officers 
study the nature and character 
of modern warfare, combat ca- 
pabilities of the weapons and 
materiel, and learn how to ma- 
nage subunits in complex and 
dynamic situations. 
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ARMED FORCES 


ACTIONS OF TANK PLATOON DETAILED AS RECONNAISSANCE PARTY 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 5, May 83 pp 26-28 


[Article by Major A. Mineyev] 


[Text ] 


A recce party is an agency of army reconnaissance which is form- 
ed in all kinds of battie. A recce party can operate before the front 
and on subunits’ flanks and when there are gaps, in the depth of 
the enemy combat formations. On the offensive the recce party 
carries out the following missions: it detects centres of resistance 
hampering the movement of subunits, mine fields, slashings and 
other obstructions, defines coordinates of nuclear devices, artillery, 
tanks, control points and radar equipment, establishes directions of 
advance of reserves, their strength, composition, level of terrain 
organisation and advancement of the defensive lines in the depth 
of the defences, etc. On the example of a tactical exercise the ar- 
ticle below describes the actions of a Tk Pi detailed as a recce 


party. 


THE SITUATION tected a concentration of spe- 
cial vehicles. 

After assessing the situation 

the Bn CO decided to detail 


FTER a powerful fire pre- the 2nd Tk Pl of the Sth Tk Coy 
paration the 2nd ~« Bn as & reconnaissance party. He 
passed over to the of- held that favourable conditi- 

fensive, broke througn the ons arose for its actions in the 
“enemy” defence and vege” jepth of the “enemy” defen 
to rapidly exploit the success ces. As a result of coordinatea 
attained. Soon it reached the efforts by the attackers the 
line: Sidorovka-Kruglaya stability of the “enemy” de- 
Wood (see Sketch). By the fences was broken. There ap- 
time the data from the sp> peared consid. able gaps in 
rior headquarters had t een re- combat formations. In these 
ceived. They were arming conditions the r cce party was 
The “enemy,” trying to frust- able to play an important role 
rate an attack, began to ad- in the combat mission assign- 
vance reserves from the depth ed to the Tk Bn. 

of the defences. Air recon- The Bn CO called the PI lea- 
naissance detected their for- der over the radio and order- 
ward subunits 30-40 km north- edhimto carry out recon- 
west of Prudnikovo. Besides, naissance in the direction: 
near Hill 100.6 the piloi. de- Hill 110.4-Zolotovo, esta- 


~ 
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blish the strength of the ‘‘ene- 
my” reserves advancing in 
the eastern direction, reveal 
the artillery positions on Hill 
100.6, determine the character 
of the Bystraya River in the 
sector: Bolshoi Wood-Nagor- 
noye, to force this water bar- 
rier and then to move forward 
towards Malaya Wood. 

Having specified that the 
recce party was to cover 30 
km in the depth of the ‘ene- 
my" defences the PI leader or- 
dered tank crews to check the 
readiness of weapons and 
combat equipment. While pre- 
paratory work was going on 
he planned the route and the 
order of movement of the 
recce party, assigned missions 
to patrol vehicles, defined 
probable lines of contact with 
the “enemy” and the possible 
character of his actions. 

Plotting the situation on the 
map, the Pl leader paid atten- 
tion to the fact that the terrain 
in the reconnaissance area was 
broken with large forests. This 
created conditions for the suc- 
cessful fulfilment of the assign- 
ed mission. The tankmen, to- 
gether with rapid movement 
along the planned route, could 
secretly carry out reconnais- 
sance of the “enemy.” 

After estimating the situation 
the Pl leader decided, first: of 
all, to move forward to Hill 
100.6. There he planned to 
set up observation, define 
the strength of the approach- 








ing “enemy” reserves and to 
determine coordinates for ar- 
tillery fire positions. Then he 
intended to reconnoitre the 
epproaches to the Bystrya R:- 
ver, force it and continue re- 
connaissance. 


WHY DID THE PL LEADER 

TAKE PRECISELY THIS DECI- 

SION! THERE WERE OTHER 
V ARIANTS 


In particular, he could have 
immediately concentrated all 
efforts in the direction of the 
approaching reserves which, 
according to the information 
from the superior headquar- 
ters, posed the greatest dan- 
ger for the Tk Bn. It seemed 
that this mission should have 
been carried out first of all. It 
is not fortuitous, however, that 
the Bn Co ordered reconnais- 
sance in the area of Hill 100.6 
where a concentration of spe- 
cial vehicles was detected. He 
assumed that here there might 
be either a control point or 
some other important objec- 
tive. In order not to leave this 
area outside the sphere of ac- 
tions of the recce party, the 
P| leader decided to carry out 
reconnaissance of the terrain 
and the “enemy” in con: ecu- 
tive order, moving outside the 
roads at maximum speed from 
one point advantageous for 
observation to another, strictly 
observing camouflage measu- 
res. 


He proceeded from the fact 
that the opposing side took 
energetic measures to restore 
lost positions. Consequently, 
the situation could have 
changed at any moment. The 
Pl leader also did not exclude 
possible encounters with the 
withdrawing “enemy” groups 
or forward subunits of the ap- 
proaching reserves. According 
to his calculations, the recce 
party was to encounter “ene- 
my" reconnaissance most pro- 
bably on the line: Zholtaya 
Wood-Hill 80.4; his security 


on the march on the line: Bol- 
shoi Wood-Hill 75.6; his main 
forces on the line: Prudniko- 
vo-Zolotovo. 


IN CONFORMITY WITH THE 
DECISION TAKEN, THE PL 
LEADER ASSIGNED MISSIONS 
TO THE CREWS 


After reporting on the 
“enemy” and the mission of 
the recce party he _ pointed 
out: 

“Tank No. 21 is patrol ve- 
hicle No. 1. It is to move along 
the route of the party at the 
visual communication distance, 
to carry out reconnaissance of 
the “enemy” and the terrain. 
Everything detected should be 
reported immediately. 


“Tank No. 22 is to move and 
be ready to give fire support 
to patrol vehicle No. 1. To 
carry out observation in front, 
to the right and in the rear. 


“Tank No. 20 is patrol vehi- 
cle No. 2. It is to follow tank 
No. 22 in readiness to protect 
the recce party from the rear, 
and to carry out observation to 
the right, to the left and in the 
rear.” 


At first glance it seems that 
the Pl leader missed some 
data when assigning the mis- 
sions. However, he acted cor- 
rectly because he took into 
consideration that the order of 
assigning missions and deg- 
ree of its detailing depends to 
a considerable extent on the 
time allotted for fulfilling the 
mission. In the given situation 
time was short. Therefore the 
commander of the recce party 
mentioned only the main infor- 
mation and did not repeat da- 
ta already known to the tank- 
men. All the more so since the 
platoon was geared to operat- 
ing in the recce party even 
before the beginning of the 
tactical exercise. Such questi- 
ons as call signs and frequen- 
cies and who was appointed 
the deputy recce commander 
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were brought to the tank- 
men’s notice in advance. Such 
a work procedure made it 
possible to spend only seve- 
ral minutes assigning the mis- 
sion. 


ACTIONS OF THE RECCE 
PARTY 


Taking advantage of the 
gaps in the “enemy” battle 
formations as well as camouf- 
laging features of the ground, 
the platoon secretly penetrat- 
ed into the depth of the de- 
fences. When approaching 
Lake Glubokoye the recce 
party commander sent to Hill 
95.2 patrol vehicle No. 2. Soon 
areport came from there: 
“Observing the “enemy.” Hav- 
ing moved forward to the hill 
the Pl leader established that 
a column of 15 tanks was mov- 
ing in the direction of Krug- 
laya Wood and at the given 
time was in the southern outs- 
kirts of Kvadratnaya Wood. He 
immediately reported these 
data to the Bn HQ. 

The operative work of the 
Pi leader should be noted 
here. Sometimes, however, 
recce party commanders re- 
porting about the “enemy” 
begin to expound upon possi- 
ble actions of the “enemy,” 
spending much time on_ this. 
But the mission is to transmit 
the obtained information as 
soon as possible to the supe- 
rior commander. The latter 
possesses greater posslbilities 
for generalisation and all- 
round analysis of these data. 
Therefore, the actions of the 
Pl leader were correct. 

Continuing the reconnais- 
sance, the recce party reached 
Hill 100.6. Precisely here an 
aerial reconnaissance detected 
a concentration of special ve- 
hicles. The Pl leader thorough- 
ly organised reconnaissance 
of the area. Soon the comman- 
der of patrol vehicle No. 1 re- 
ported that he had detected 
camouflaged launching - sites. 
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They were located on the 
south-western slopes of the 
hill. 


drawing subunits. Here the de- 
mand made of the reconnais- 
sance in the depth of the de- 


naissance in the area of the 
ford. Here the river was nearly 
70 m wide with a depth of 


The situation was extremely fences — not to move along 1.2-1.5 m and with a current of 
complicated because the final the roads of the “enemy's” 1 m sec. 
preparations were under way withdrawal — was strictly ob- Simultaneously, patro! vehi- 
for launching missiles. Having served. The “enemy,” instal- cle. Nos. 1 and 2 carried out 


realised that drawing up a 
message and transmitting it to 
headquarters and receiving an 
answer would take some time 
during which the “enemy” 
could deliver a blow at the at- 
tacking subunits the P! leader 
took a decision to destroy the 
launching sites with the con- 
centrated fire of his platoon 
In such situations when it 
clear that only seconds ae 
left for launching missiies the 
commander can take a deci- 
sion to independently destroy 
important targets. 

The ‘fire’ of the men 
was accurate. After «porting 
fo the Bn headquar! yn the 
destruction of the launching 
sites, the Pl leader directed 
the recce party to the Bystraya 
R:ver. The route ran parallel 
to the direction of the with- 


ling mine obstacles, organis- 
ing road blocks and ambushes 
and leaving protection sub- 
units, tried to hinder the mo- 
vement of the attackers as well 
as the actions of the recon- 
naissance agencies. 


Soon the commander of 
patrol vehicle No. | reported: 
“Reached the river. Discover- 
ed a ford. No ‘enemy’ detect- 
ed on the opposite bark.” 
ford must be searched for in 
places with gentle slopes to 
the water. Its characteristic 
signs are paths overgrown 
with grass, road tracks ending 
on one bank and continuing 
on the other, ripples on the 
water surface characteristic for 
river shallows). 


The P! leader reached the 
river and carried out recon- 


reconnaissance to the right 
and left of the ford in the sec- 
tor: Bolshoi Wood-Nagornoye. 
Observing the opposite bank, 
the commander of pairo! ve- 
hicle No. 2 detected a column 
comprising 20 APCs moving 
from Prudnikovo. Soon the 
“enemy™ began to organise 
positions on the iine: Prudn:- 
kovo-Zolotovo with enginee? 
works. All this indicated that a 
new strong point was being 
organised here. 

After reporting this informa- 
tion to the Bn HQ the recce 
party commander decided to 
cross to the western bank of 
the river on the ford. Some 
time later the Tk Pl secretly 
approached Malaya Wood 
and continued observation of 
the “enemy” from there. The 
mission was fulfilled 
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ARMED FORCES 


APC ENGINE CHECKUP 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 5, May 83 pp 29-31 


[Article by Major Engineer V. Vasilyev] 


[Text ] 


The compression gauge is 
intended for checking the pis- 
ton assembly and the timing 
gear valves, and for monitor- 
ing the air pressure in the cy- 
linders at the end of the com- 
pression stroke. The latter 
checkup is performed on a 
warmed-up engine, with the 
spark plugs unscrewed and 
the throttle and choke valves 
fully open. The rubber tip of 
the compression gauge is in- 
serted into the seat of the first 
cylinder plug. After 10-12 re- 
volutions of the crankshaft 
turned by the starter the com- 
pression gauge scale will re- 
gister the maximum pressure 
at the end of the compression 
stroke. To determine the pres- 
sure in any of the remaining 
cylinders, it is necessary to 
slightly open the compression 
gauge exhau;t valve. 

The air compression in each 
cylinder is measured two or 
three times. The compression 
gauge readings should not dif- 
fer by more than 1 kgf/sq. cm. 
The normal compression ratio 
for the BTR-60 APC engine 
ranges within 7 to 7.5 kgf/sq. 
cm, and the minimum permis- 
sible value is 6 kgf/sq. cm. Re- 
duced compression in the cy- 


linders by 30-40 per cent indi-. 


cates broken or stuck piston 








Maintenance of all carburet- 
tor engines, including those 
of armoured personnel car- 
riers, consists in visual 
inspection, monitoring engine 
operation in different modes, 
and lubricating and tightening | 
the crank and timing gears, 
and the cooling, lubrication. 
fuel and ignition systems. To | 
carry out all these operations | 
in the field, maintenance ve- 
hicle is provided with the 
appropriate equipment, tools 
and accessories, e.g., a com- 
pression gauge, model 179, 
an E-102 stroboscope, and a 
K-301 device. 
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rings, @ loose valve-to-seat fit 
and other disrepairs caused 
ny wear of conjugated sealing 
parts. To find out the cause of 
the trouble, reduce slightly the 
compression pressure in the 
cylinders, add 20 to 30 cu. cm 
of engine oil to each cylinder, 
and check the pressure at 
the end of the compression 
stroke once again. Higher 
compression testifies to air 
leakage through the piston 
rings. If the compression gau- 
ge readings remain unchang- 
ed, the valves are loose in 
their seats 
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It is noteworthy that worn 
piston assembly parts, piston 
rings in particular, result in a 
higher oil level in the engine 
crankcase and higher oil con- 
sumption. Whereas in a new 
engine oil consumption per 
100 km is 0.4-0.8 per cent of 
the fuel consumption, a worn- 
out engine will require 10 to 
15 times as much oil as that 
in the latter case. The engine 
should be repaired if oil con- 
sumption exceed: fuel con- 
sumption by 4 per cent. 

Oil consumption due to 
burning is checked with the 
vehicle running at a speed of 
30-45 km/h on a flat hard-sur- 
face road. Prior to checking, 
the engine is filled with a 
standard brand oil up_ to the 
dipstick’s upper mark. After a 
minimum of 50-km run oil is 
poured out of a preliminarily 
weighed-out metering vessel 
up to the dipstick’s upper 
mark. Oil should be added 
with the vehicle placed on a 
level ground, no sooner than 
five minutes after the engine 
has been shut off. After con- 
sumption is assessed, the 
amount of burnt-out oil is de- 
termined accordingly. 

The stroboscope is used tor 
monitoring the initia! spark ad- 
vance angie. Its shock-resis- 











tant pistol-shaped polysterene 
body houses a stroboscopic 
tube, a lens to focus the light 
beam, a chassis with the ele- 
ments of the circuit diagram, a 
cord which connects to the 
storage battery and a conduc- 
tor to connect it to the spark 
plug of the first cylinder. 

With the instrument  func- 
tioning, a push-pull oscillator 
transforms the direct current 
generated by the storage bat- 
tery into a high-voltage alter- 
nating current. After being 
rectified the latter is fed to a 
storage device comprising a 
resistor and a capacitor. The 
resistor functions as a limiting 
resistance. As the capacitor is 
being charged, it accumulates 
power for the stroboscopic 
tube. Having connected the 
instrument to the storage bat- 
tery and the first cylinder 


spark plug, the engine is start- 
ed and warmed up to the 
temperature of the cooling li- 
quid (70-90°C). Then the va- 
cuum spark timer tube is dis- 
connected from the carburet- 
tor, and the minimum stable 
engine speed is adjusted. 
With the engine operating, 
a high-voltage pulse is fed 
from the first cylinder plug to 
the starting electrode of the 
stroboscope tube to light it 
up. As the current accumulat- 
ed by the capacitor of the 
storage device is consumed, 
the tube produces a number 
of flasnes synchronous with the 
moment of gq: ition in the first 
cylinder. = ght beam emit- 
teo vy tne ivs.cument is focus- 
sed on th ciutch case inspec- 
tion hole. If the spark advance 
angle is adjusted correctly, 
and the crankshaft rpms are 


con , the marks on the 
clutch tlywheel will seem mo- 
tioniess, aligned with the top 
dead center (TOC) mark on 
the crankcase. In the BTR-60 
APC engine the spark advance 
angle should be within 0 to 





12°. The ignition timing is car- 
ried out with the engine run- 
ning, by smoothly rotating the 
distributor body clockwise or 
counterclockwise. 

After the required spark ad- 
vance angle has been set, the 
automatic centrifugal spark ti- 
mer is checked for proper 
functioning by increasing the 
engine speed gradually, owing 
to which the marks on the 
clutch flywheel illuminated by 
the stroboscope tube will shift 
smoothly relative to the TOC 
mark on the crankcase. 

The operation of the vacuum 
spark timer is checked with 














E-102 stroboscope: | — illumina- 
tor: 2 — adapter; 3, 4 — positive 
and negative terminals  respecti- 
vely: 5 — ON-OFF button 


the engine idling at 2,000- 
2,500 rpm, by quickly connect- 
ing the timer tube. Owing to 
the resultant depression the 
movable mark must deviate 
sharply from its initial position. 
if the mark does not change 
its position, the tube is choked 
or leaky. 

The K-301 device is design- 
ed for monitoring the follow- 
ing parameters: resistance of 
the breaker contacts and their 
closing angle; insulance and 
capacitance; sparking intensity 
and uninterruptedness; crank- 
shaft speed. | 

To check the APC. engine 
fuel system, thoroughly inspect 
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the carburettor, fuel pump, 
and pipe unions and other 
conneciors for likely leakages. 
Tighten leaky parts, if any. 

The carburettor adjustment 
may be judged by certain out- 
ward signs. If, for instance, an 
overly rich mixture flows from 
the carburettor into the cylin- 
ders, detonations in the mul- 
fler may be periodically heard, 
and black smoke will escape 
from the exhaust pipe. In this 
case, carbon deposits will 
form on the ignition chamber 
walls, valves, pistons and plug 
insulators. 

One of the reasons of the 
above troubles is a change in 
the fuel level in the float cham- 
ber. To check the level of fuel 


in the K-84M_ carburettors 
installed on the BT2-60 APCs, 
an inspection hole, closed with 
a plug, is provided in the float 
chamber wall. Turn out the 
plug and pump fuel by mani- 
pulating the hand priming le- 
ver. The fuel must not flow sut 
of the inspection holes, a: d its 
level must be seen distinctly. 
Otherwise, remove and adjust 
the carburettor. 

It is most essential to adjust 
the carburettor to minimum 
engine idling speed. Before 
adjusting, warm up the en- 
gine, check the ignition system 
and throttle control linkage 


1812/197 


for proper functioning, and 
see that there is no air iniea- 
kage in the inlet pipeline. 

Adjust the carburettor in the 
following sequence. Turn the 
idle adjusting screws (to adjust 
the quality of the mixture) al! 
the way in, then counterclock- 
wise 2-2.5 turns. Start the en- 
gine and turn the throttle stop 
screw (to adjust the quantity 
of the mixture) until the mini- 
mum possible engine speed is 
obtained. Without changing 
the position of the throttle 
valve, turn the idle adjusting 
screw in or out until the en- 
gine speed reaches @ maxi- 
mum. Now turn out the throt- 
tle stop screw again to set a 
minimum steady crankshaft 
speed. Then turn the idle ad- 
justing screw to bring the en- 
gine speed to 8 maximum, 
which corresponds to the new 
position of the throttle stop 
screw. 

Setting in this manner now 
the maximum, now the mini- 
mum possible crankshaft 
speed, find the most favoura- 
ble position for both screws 
at which the engine rpm_ will 
be the lowest. To check the 
standard of adjustment, open 
and sharply close the throttle 
valve. If the engine does not 
stall, the adjustments are con- 
sidered correct. 
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AKMED FORCES 


VETERAN SMALL-ARMS DESIGNER RECOUNTS HIS EXPERIENCES 


Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 20 May 83 p 2 





| Interview with Sergey Gavrilovich Simonov, Hero of Socialist Labor, USSR 

State Prizewinner and RSFSR Distinguished Inventor, by correspondent Lt Col A. 
Garavskiy: "I Value Responsibility in People" 

[Text] At a readers' conference at the Daugavpils Higher 
Military Aviation Enpineering Academy imeni Yan Fabritsius, 
the desire to meet in the "Azimut" with S. Simonov, the old- 
est Soviet small-arms designer, was expresssed. At the re- 
quest of KRASNAYA ZVEZDA correspondent Lt Col A. Garavskiy, 
Hero of Socialist Labor, USSR State Prizewinner and RSFSR 
Distinguished Inventor Sergey Gavrilovich Simonov answered 
questions that interested the future officers. 

Question) Serpey Gavrilovich, how did you become a weapons designer’ 
[Answer] I loved metal when I was still a youth--in a village smithy, where 
was a blacksmith's assistant. Ther ime the desire to make things, to invent. 
At the textile-printing factory owned by Kuvayev, where I found a job later, 
they kidded me. After mastering one machine tool and receiving a rating § and, 
together with it, an increase in pay, I asked to go to another machine, and 
then also to a neighboring department. My interest in the unknown was irre- 

istible. The pay arcely enough for a ] ing. In my youth I worked at 
in iron foundry, at a factory that repaired textile machines and in the tooil- 


room of a machine shop. teacher were the key worker: the ld craftsmen. 


ne Great Octoper iv found me nr rov, at a Macninepun piant that 

was being built. flere ! 118 | iw famou weapo enpineer ind dé pgners-- 
Vladimir Grigor'yevich Fedorov and Vasiliy Alekseyevich Deptyarev. The work 
with them--as a mechar » a hilled craftsman, and a senior master craftsman 
of the shop--had io with determining my cestiny. lI understood not 

just consciously t with my neart: ne young Repub! c of the Soviets and our 
workers-and-peasa ts’ army were very much in need of pood weapons. I wanted 
to contribute to tne upply thereof na te IO my Dit. 

[Question ] More than 150 type of weapor! tnat you nave created are preserved 
in the USSR Armed Forces' Central Museum. Which wa your first? 








[Answer] I began with a light machinegun. I gave it 8 years of my life. I 
designed it surreptitiously, in a tiny shop, under a kerosene lamp. I checked 
the ideas on wooden models. I tried to make the machinegun light. r in weight 
than the existing systems, simpler to manufacture and to handle, and with high 
reliability. 


I worked out the design, but the test model was not manufactured quickly. Many 
military specialists at the time assumed that, in future combat actions, not 
small arms but heavy machineguns--more powerful andwell turned out--would play 
the deciding role. The design was shelved. 


[Question] Failures occur in creative work. How do you take them? How do 
you get out of a difficult s** .ation? 


[Answer] It was difficult to endure the first failure. It came down to my 
leaving the machinegun plant, and I went to Podolsk--to a sewing-machine 
plant. 


In a little while, thanks very much to M. V. Frunze, views on the role of 
light automatic weapons changed. Orne day onreturning from work, I received a 
printed envelope with a coat-of-arms, sealed with wax. In it was authoriza- 
tion for the manufacture of a model of a _ light machinegun of "designer Simo- 
nov's system."" This was the red-letter day of my life. 


‘ I returned to my former place of work. Two test models of the weapon were 
fabricated. The machinegun fired, and it fired excellently. It withstood 
rigid proving-ground testing. The design ideas incorporated in the weapon 
proved to be correct. But by that time the assembly-line output of several 
modifications of Degtyarev's machinegun had been arranged. And I don't have 
to explain that converting to the manufacture of a new product would have hin- 
dered supplying the troops with an extremely necessary weapon. 


Over the years I understood this especially clearly: failures in the work of 
a designer are relative. Each type of weapon is a new frontier in design 
thought. My first machinegun, let's say, unlike other systems, did not have 
one threaded connection. This was a technical innovation. I later used a 
number of the ideas in other weapons models, particularly in the automatic 
rifle that was adopted as a weapon in the 1930's. The barrel of the machine- 
gun was joined to the barrel extension by means of a movable rectilinear 
pin. When, at the start of the Great Patriotic War, I received a task to de- 
sign an antitank rifle, I used precisely such a pin. After removing it, it 
is easy to take the barrel and barrel extension apart, enabling the weapon to 
be carried in two parts. The PTRS [Simonov antitank rifle] was automatic, and 
its gas chamber was located on top, as on the previously developed AVS [Simo- 
nov automatic rifle] in the 1930's. 


Incidentally, only 22 days elapsed from the time I received the task to devel- 
op the antitank rifle until the first test firings from it. The war dictat- 
ed the deadlines. The experience of previous years was telling. 


In brief, without the 150 weaponsmodels that can be seen in the museum, the 
3 models would not have been adopted as armament. There could not have 








been even any kind of basically new design solutions, which were the contribu- 
tion of many creators of weapons. In exactly the same way, it stands to rea- 
son, any Of the Soviet designers has a right to speak about the results of 
his work. 


[Question] Sergey Gavrilovich, thousands of people love the solemn ritual of 
the change of the guards at V. I. Lenin's Mausoleum. The ritual of meeting 
high-ranking foreign visitors to our country is impressive. Frequently one 
hears the comments: the guards in the Honorary Guards Company have elegant 
weaponry. They are talking about your self-loading carbine--the SKS-45. Were 
you concerned about its beauty when you designed the weapon? 


[Answer] The SKS [Simonov semiautomatic carbine] was created during the Great 
Patriotic War, and I was concerned primarily about its high combat qualities. 
The carbine series passed its tests successfully in the active army, at the 

lst Belorussian Front. 


The beauty of a weapon is not, of course, the main quality. The designer is 
concerned about convenience and practicality, simplicity and lightness of 
weight. And, as a result, beauty also is attained. I tried to see to it that 
the weapon would be convenient for the soldier to use under any conditions-- 
during firing, in bayonet combat, on the march, in formation, and even at the 
halt. In choosing the exterior contours I tried out the weapon myself many 
times. Modeling clay helped to find a natural positioning of the hands. 
Several times the weapon's center of gravity was moved. 


[Question] You have, Sergey Gavrilovich, more than half a century of party 
seniority. You have behind you tens of years of design work. What kind of 
vital conclusions would you like to draw to share with the future officers? 


[Answer] More than anything I value personal responsibility. Some people at 
times boast that nature has given them capabilities, or even talent, but they 
do little to display their gifts completely, to turn it over to the service of 
the people. A talent, in my opinion, is an obligation to others, an obliga- 
tion to work. Today's officer candidates do not have to borrow capabilities. 
Let each one, in the bargain, also add to them a creative nature, a strong 
will and devotion to duty. 


* 


[ would like that sons and prandsons, in mastering their first-class weapon, 
find out the history 0! development. Russian and Soviet weaponmakers al- 
ways have been the pear::; oi advanced design ideas .elfless patriots of 


their native land. A peneral of the old Russian Army, V. G. Fedorov, who 
wrote the fundamental work, "Avtomaticheskoye oruzhiye" [Automatic Weapons] 


back in 1907 and who created the world's first submachine gun in 1916, accept- 
ed the Great October © list Revolution without hesitation and turned his 
inventions and his taients over to the people. I recall in 1940, before the 
war, whose breath «: being felt, he wrote, "History of the Rifle." 


"It is equally important," he said then, "'to both possess the weapon and to 
know its plorious history. History, the science of the past, illuminates the 
future." 


2h 











Among Fedorov's pupils, famous designers whom I have known and together with 
whom I have worked, there were no few who had been mechanics and blue-collar 
workers. Years later they were called diamonds in the rough. I would like to 
advise future officers: help your subordinates in every way possible to dis- 


cover their capabilities and to acquire high technical sophistication in the 
army's schools. 


11409 
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ARMED FORCES 


MTLITARY AGRICULTURAL ENTERPRISES PROVIDE FOOD PRODUCTS, LIVESTOCK 


Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 24 May 83 p 2 


{Article by Col Gen I. Isayenko, chief of the Central Food Administration, USSR 
Ministry of Defense: "A Year of Intense Labor: Fulfilling the Food Program"] 


[Text] One year ago the CPSU Central Committee plenum adopted the USSR Food 
Program. For the Armed Forces, which continued to fulfill their primary task 
of reliably defending the peaceful labor of the Soviet people, the ensuing 
period was marked also by work in the interests of further developing agricul- 
tural production, better using food rsources, and the struggle by soldiers, 
workers and employees for economy and savings in the broadest sense of the 
word. Much was done to strengthen the material and technical base of agricul- 
tural enterprises and to improve transportation and storage of food reserves. 


The contribution of military sovkhozes to accomplishing the Food Program was 
marked. It is enough to say that sowed areas alone increased by 6,000 acres, 
including 1,000 acres on irrigated land. Livestock barns have been built for 
28,500 head of cattle and 350,000 poultry. Deliveries of tractors, trucks, 
other equipment, and mineral fertilizer to farms has increased. The number of 
storehouses and the extent of convenient railroad spur tracks in the farms has 
significantiy increased. 


All this enabled production to be increased over 1981 by 11 percent for 
potatoes, 13 percent for vegetables, 8 percent for meat and 6 percent for milk. 


Today our specialized farms have numerous herds of horned cattle, swine, sheep 
and poultry, and many of them are also engaged in breeding fish and rabbits. 
The soldier's tabl« cor’.ins more and more hothouse vegetables and greens. 


i would especially iiite to mention the successes in producing agricultural 
products and in animal husbandry by military state farms in the Kiev, Odessa 
and Moscow military districts and the Northern and Baltic Sea fleets. Among 


the leaders in so 'is* competition were the workers of the Prokhladnoye 
Military State Fi m who in 1982 fulfilled the plan for production of meat by 
106 percent, mi. vy 150 percent, eggs by 103 percent, grain by 119 percent and 


potatoes by 126 percent. We are proud of the successes of such workers as 
Severomorets Military State Farm Milkmaid V. Balashova, who milked 4,616kg of 
milk from each cow; Yevpatoriyskiy Military State Farm Herdsman N. Simini- 
chenko, who achieved a high average daily weight gain by his cattle; and 
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Il'ichevo Military State Farm Poultry Woman I. Ugleva who obtained 262 eggs 
irom each laying hen, as compared to a planned 225. 


Tne army and navy has increased the number of military units which completely 
provide for their own needs for meat and vegetable products. This 1s especi- 
ally characteristic of the Moscow, Baltic, Belorussian, Volga and other mili- 
tary districts, where ever more comprehensive subsidiary farms are being 
developed. On the whole the subsidiary farms of units, institutions, military 
training institutions and military enterprises during the past year increased 
production of meat by 14.4 percent and of potatoes and vegetables by 12 per- 
cent. Among the factors contributing to this growth first of all should be 
noted that the land assigned to military units was used much more efficiently. 
Now it is used not only for hay mowing, but also for growing potatoes, 
vegetables, grain and fodder. Planting of alfalfa, food beans, peas, and other 
crops has expanded. 


In mobilizing people to successfully fulfill planned targets, we do not torget 
about the people themselves, about insuring that they live in comfortable 
apartments and work in modern industrial premises. Therefore, a great deal of 
work 1s being carried out on social reconstruction of sovkhoz settlements. 
Last year alone 18,000 cubic meters of living space were built in military 
sovkhozes. 


The development of private plots of the families otf workers and employees also 
receives attention. They produce 3,000 tons of meat, 18,500 tons of milk, and 
7.5 million eggs. In other words, their contribution to improving the food 
Situation is appreciable. Today, many private plots are given needed 
assistance in obtaining cattle for fattening, veterinary service is provided, 
and necessary feeds are apportioned. 


A year of intense labor is behind us. Realistically assessing our achieve- 
ments, we see that much still remains to be done to increase the capabilities 
of military agricultural enterprises and mechanize and automate all production 
processes. It is also necessary to still further increase sowed areas, cattle 
herds and laying in of fodder. With respect to this, improving the equipment 
Situation and farming methods in our sovkhozes has made it possible to develop 
a guaranteed reserve of fodder. Therefore, today the task exists of preparing 
enough fodder on each farm both for the public herds and for tne cattle in 
private plots of workers and employees. 


In some military districts there remain farms which are lagging, and I would 
especially like to emphasize the need to raise them to the level of the advan- 
ced. Improving their work is possible, first of all through better use of the 
land, fertilizer and equipment. The same thing can be said about the develop- 
ment of private (kitchen) plots. Unfortunately, in a number of military 
districts there are still units where such plots have not yet been organized. 


Analyzing the work of agricultural enterprises and private (kitchen) plots for 
four months of this year shows that the pace of spring field work is signifi- 

cantly higher than that of the same period last year. For example, sowing of 

early spring crops was accomplished well and completed in five or six days. 











Potato and vegetabie planting is being completed. The technology used in 
caring for the crops is adjusted depending on weather conditions. 


The winter period of indoor cattle maintenance and its transfer to summer 
pastures is being concluded everywhere. I must say that cattle wintering this 
year was better and more organized. In the sovkhozes alone, horned cattle 
increased by 2,000 head compared to the same period last year. Meat products 
increased accordingly. 


Fulfilling the instructions of CPSU Central Committee General Secretary Yu. V. 
Andropov, expressed at the 18 April 1983 CPSU Central Committee Conference, 
each military sovkhoz and subsidiary farm is presently working to provide the 
planned harvest, raise cattle and poultry productivity, and increase meat, milk 
an egg production by 50 percent over the level of the 10th Five-Year Plan. 
Fulfilling these tasks will be our new contribution to accomplishing the Food 
Program. 
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GROUND FORCES 


ROLE OF OBSERVATION IN DEFENSE 
Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 5, May 83 pp 22, 36 
[Article by Lieutenant-Colonel V. Dneprov] 


[Text ] 


with stubborn resistance. Realising that the battalion 

stood no chance of exploiting the success achieved, 
the commander issued the order to assume the defensive 
and consolidate. As neither the commander nor the staff 
had sufficient information on the enemy, reconnaissance was 
immediately organised. It was carried out from two obser- 
vation posts; besides, companies and platoons had their 
own observers. Judging by the gradually accumulating re- 
connaissance Gata, the battalion faced superior forces of the 
“enemy,” who strove to bring up his reserves as soon as 
possible and to pass over to the offensive. The bulk of his 
manpower and combat equipment was concentrated on his 
left flank, which could be confirmed by the tanks detected 
at a half a kilometre’s distance in a small wood. By all! ap- 
pearances that was the reserve for building up the effort on 
the route of advance. Along with the coordinates of the 
artillery fire positions, the obtained data enabled the bat- 
talion CO correctly to assess the situation which had taken 
shape and take timely measures to repulse the attack. 

As we can see, a considerable role in organising combat 
operations was played by observation posts, whose  per- 
sonnel brilliantly coped with the assigned mission. This was 
largely due to a high proficiency level of the servicemen, 
who were well trained and possessed solid reconnoitring 
skills. That was why, using characteristic signs to the best 
advantage, they determined with a high degree of accuracy 
the composition of the “enemy” forces, location of tanks, 
ATGMs and other weapons, and the beginning of the 
“enemy” advance from the depth and deployment into as- 


D uring an offensive a motorised infantry battalion met 


sault formation. 

A perlectly organised system of observation in defence 
is Quite invaluable. in a battalion it is set up so as to en- 
sure the best observation of the terrain and the enemy to 
@ maximum depth before the front and at the flanks of the 
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defence area. To this end, observation posts (OPs) and in- 
dividual! observers dispose in echelons. Their number de- 
pends on the situation and the combat mi:sion 

A battalion organises one or two OPs, and company de- 
tails 2 or 3 observers. Practice has shown that even a smal! 
number of OPs and observers can carry out the following 
missions: disclose or specily the enemy dispositions, hus 
composition and nature of his actions, location of tanks, ar- 
tillery, command and observation posts, radars, engineer 
constructions and obstacles, detect in good time al! chaen- 
ges in the enemy's routine, and determine the beginning ol 
advance from fhe depth and deployment for the attack 
During battle OPs also observe the position and actions of 
orgenic subunits and neighbours, and the results of the fire 
of artillery and other weapons. . 

An OP is genereily made up of 2-3 men. Organising 
their work, the senior observer studies the enemy position 
in the designated area, assigns missions to the observers, 
establishes the order of relieving them, draws up the ter- 
rain layout, checks on the serviceability of the communice- 
tion facilities and reports readiness to the subunit comman- 
der. Subsequently the latter is systematically kept posted on 
the results of observation. When important targets, and also 
drastic and sudden changes in the enemy position and ac- 
tions are spotted, he is informed without delay. 

For reconnaissance by observation it is practicable thet 
each section, platoon and company has, respectively, 1-2, 
3-6 and 9-12 :nen possessing not only good eyesight and 
hearing, but also visual memory. This makes it possible for 
a battalion to keep 1 or 2 OPs and a reserve of observers. 

Targets on the battlefield will not be timely and accura- 
tely detected and their evolutions correctly assessed, ie, 
reconnaissance missions will not be carried out successfully, 
unless each scout has a perfect knowledge of not only the 
locations of different targets within subunits’ combat for- 
mations, but also the characteristic signs by which they 
could be decamoufiaged. These signs are divided into ge- 
neral and specific. The most important general signs include 
the peculiarities of targets’ outward appearance, location 
on the terrain and in combat formations, indications of ac- 
tivity of any kind and of its results (sounds, traces of com- 
bat equipment, fire, dust, faulty camouflage, etc), specifics 
of engineering organisation of the ground, shining of cer- 
tain parts, characteristic shadows 

“ye observers on the OP must be perfectly aware of what 
a sets and in what situation they are likely to locate. They 
must know, for instance, that trenches an. dugouts are best 
seen on the forward slopes of heights, on the edge of or @ 
clearing in a forest, and on the outskirts of an inhabited lo- 
cality. They are usually connected with the rear by com- 
rw onication trenches, parts of which are accessible to visual 
onservation. Trenches and dugouts being organised are the 
easiest to spot, for at such moments they are not suffici- 
ently camouflaged. 


Positions of artillery batteries are generally organised in 
locations protected against ground observation, e.g. in fo- 
rest clearings, behind the reverse slopes of heights, in holl- 
ows and behind inhabited localities. Nevertheless, they can 
be detected by the sounds of salvoes fired, and dust and 
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smoke rising above the fire position. in poor visibility and 
at night flashes of fire are conspicuous against the back- 
ground of clouds. it should also be borne in mind that fire 
from a howitzer is accompanied by a soft sound, and from. 
@ gun, by a sharp sound: the flight of a howitzer shel! can 
be identified by a peculiar rustling resembling a series of 
splashes 

Mortar positions can be found at « distance of | to 3 km 
from the forward edge behind steep slopes of heights, in 
ravines and quarries, by steep river banks, and behind 
buildings. Their location is betrayed by peculiar noteless 
sounds of mortar fire, always preceding the sound of burst- 
ing mines. If we carefully examine the area from which the 
shots are heard, we shall see jets or strips of smoke rising 
upwards in the direction of firing, which is indicative of the 
presence of a mortar battery or platoon fire positions. Mo- 
reover, rings of smoke rise over each mortar on a clea: 
day. Counting the rings, we can easily determine the nun 
bers of mortars 


Observation posts can be spotted in places wherefrom 
the terrain around them could be scanned without hind- 
rance. That is why it is advisable thoroughly to study the 
slopes of heights fit for observation, ground features and 
forest clearings. if sun rays are sloping towards the enemy, 
the OP will be betrayed by the gleaming of instrument 
glasses, no matter how thorough the camouflage may be 


Tanks are easily identified by track clanking and rumble 
of engines. Sounds produced by a column of moving tanks 
are heard at a distance of 2-4 km, and those of a single 
tank, at a distance of up to 1.5 km. 

A column of tanks (or APCs) performing a march in the 
daytime can be detected by a cloud of dust trailing behind 
it. To locate @ dug-in tank, one should visualise its probe- 
ble sizes with different degrees of engineer organisation of 
the position if occupies. For example, with a fank at a 
strong point used as a stationary weapon emplacement, only 
its turret with the aerial will be seen rising over the trench. 

Antitenk weapons are most likely to be spotted on tank- 
threatened sectors: near bridges, on roads, at cross-roads, 
in bushes, on the approaches to inhabited localities and on 
routes leading to crossings of water obstacles. 

ATGM positions are found in the same locations where 
antitank weapons are usually sited. ATGM launchers are re- 
cognised by the characteristic look of the guide rails re- 
sembling a rectangular frame, and missiles with cross-shap- 
ed fins. During launching they can also be identified by the 
jet trail. 

Machine guns are disclosed due to flashes of shots and 
pulsating jets of white smoke. Besides, tall grass and bushes 
in front of the fire position are generally cut down, and the 
breastwork of the trench shielding a machine gun is so- 
mewhat higher than its neighbouring portions. A machine 
gun position is clearly visible in winter, when the snow in 
front of it is thawed somewhat, taking on a blackish tint due 
to the action of powder gases. 

The above signs of targets and objectives are of conside- 
rable help to scouts in carrying out missions 

The most importan’ quality of an observer is the ability 
patiently to observe the area of a likely target location and 
thoroughly to correlate the signs detected with the terrain 
and the situation. Otherwise, he will most surely ‘ail to ob- 


tain trustworthy information. 


"Soviet Military Review", No 5, 1983 
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NAVAL FORCES 


ASW COOPERATION OF CREWS OF HELICOPTERS, MOTHER SHIP STRESSED 

Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 20 May 83 p 2 

[Article by Maj N. Shiyan, military navigator-sharpshooter: "On One Bearing"] 
[Text] Getting the job done, a creative approach. 


High waves rocked the ASW cruiser with increasing strength. ‘'Moskva'' CO Capt 
lst Rank Semen Danilovich Shaykin from time to timecast quick searching glan- 
ces, now at the weather-data table, now at the stirred-up sea, which was 
breaking the line of the horizon. The ship's navigator, Capt 3d-Rank N. Ivan- 
chuk, could understand the workings of the commander's mind, his uneasiness: 
just a few minutes ago Shaykin had told him with annoyance: 


"If the storm intensifies, we will hardly be able to organize a joint search-- 
we will not be able to send the helicopters up." 


"We will have to rely on our ship's sonarmen," answered the navigator. 


"It happens that it is better to work together, there is a greater guarantee 
of finding the submarine." 


Several years ago such a conversation could not have taken place: there was 
not at that time such precise coordination among the sonarmen, andan operation 
based upon one bearing did not, as they say, achieve interaction as accurately 


as is achieved now. Shaykin had been convinced several times recently of the 
advantages of a joint se: ch, when the fliers and the sailors tackled an 
underwater target witn  onfidence, under the most c plicated situation. 


"Let's try changing course, let's go into the waves," said the CO. 


The rotary-winged crsft,under the command of Maj Yu. Gurlev, rose up in the 
air. In the cruise:'s sonar compartment was Seagoing Warrant Officer V. 
Sanitskiy. 


Gurlev's helicopter hovered not far from a sonar buoy that was almost div- 
ing into the waves, as if it were a float. Experience and knowledge of the 
"enemy's" tactics helped the helicopter pilots to choose the place for 
hovering. 
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"Commander, I hear it! The echo is excellent! That's it" said te navigator, 
repressing his joy. 


"It must be checked," said the CO, unhurriedly. 


But this actually was the submarine. The fliers transmitted the target's 
coordinates to the ship. The cruiser's sonar was also tuned to this bearing, 
which was now the common onefor all the search forces. The task of detection 
and simulated destruction of the submarine was carried out successfully. At 
the critique on the exercise, among the factors that insured success’ the 
CO noted especially the high degree of coordination of the work of the air- 
craft and ship specialists as the basis of a reliable guarantee of successful 
solution of the complicated task. 


It is said that in order for people to get io know each other, they must spend 
a long time together. The salty waves and the sky above it have caused the 
Sailors and we, the ship's fliers, to relate to each other. They and the 
common responsibility for the security of the motherland. Friendship, unlike 
love, does not come at first sight. There was a time when the breath of dis- 
trust wafted between us. But we got acquainted with each other during the 
tense military work, and now mutual relationships are tightly bound by the 
sailor's knot of mutual understanding and respect. I recall once, before an 
exercise, when the role of joint search for underwater targets was still being 
underestimated, and we were working on questions of mutual actions. And then 
one of the ship's officers remarked with surprise: 


"Hey, look, helicopter fliers in the sonar room are extremely unusual!" 


Now no one is astonished to see aviators and the ship's sonarmen together in 
the sonar rocm after flights, listening together to a recording of the 
"voices" of the sea. These exercises are an unusual exchange of experience, 
a school of special learning. 


The fliers on the cruiser, the same as the sailors, measure the intensity of 
their service not just by the time spent in the air, but also by the number 
of long-range cruises and number of contacts with submarines. They always 
speak about the hours of a raid in rough terms. But no one loses count of 
the two latter indicators. 


The coordination of aviators and sailors in their mutual actions begins, in my 
view, with mutual understanding between the corresponding officers-in-charge. 
Naval pilots have many purely professional service peculiarities that the 
sailors shvuld consider. One of them is the strictest sequence of training. 
This means the necessary number of flights and landings for each exercise in 
combat training, a definite, mandatory number of hours of accrued flying time 
under simple and complicated conditions, by day and by night, and constant 
perfecting of piloting habits. 


Some ship CO's apparently do not understand why aviators need to fly so often, 
and they see the necessity for combat craft to take to the air only during a 
search for submarines or to use weapons to "destroy" them. And "playing it 
safe,"' at times leads, in the final analysis, to failures in performing combat 


missions. 














Of course, such cases are exceptionally rare. Capt ist Rank S. Shaykin is one 
of those CO's who performs missions skillfully. For him, both the sailors and 
tre aviators are members of one family, and he feels party responsibility for 
training both of them. He is interested in the concerns of the helicopter 
pilots, the progress of their training, their mood, their professional growth. 
The ship's joint combat operations missions are constantly submitted to dis- 
cussion by the communists. The ship's party committee considers questions of 
interaction and the shaping of high combat, political and moral qualities on 
the part of the sailors and aviators to be the heart of its activity. Many 
measures and plans for party and political work are directed toward getting 
the servicemen of the various specialties to study each other's individual 
qualities better, which is often important during the course of joint com- 
bat training. 


The basis of precise interactions of sailors and aviators is high profession- 
al training of each of them. All the cruiser's aviators know that the ship's 
sonar section is rated excellent and advanced. Seagoing Warrant Officers V. 
Sanitskiy and V. Kozlov are masters in searching for submarines. The sailors, 
in their turn, know that the helicopter flying unit that is based on the ship 
has borne the title "excellent" for several years now. The most experienced 
navigator-operators are Capt A. Mitin and A. San'kov. In brief, the sailors 
and the fliers know everything about each other. They are equally glad at 
each other's successes, and they do not try to push the blame from themselves 
if misfortune suddenly occurs in their very precise and complicated work. In 
this case, the course of the exercise is analyzed jointly, the cause is found 
and recommendations are worked out for eliminating it. I will cite a charac- 
teristic example. 


The mission did not promise anything new--to find a submarine. isua] 
scheme was worked out and implemented: jointly they studied the rey.on, the 
depths and the bottom relief, and the hydrology was considered. 


Both the sailors and the fliers had been competing to reduce the time taken to 
detect the target. The minutes allocated for the search were fast running 
out. Reports by the helicopter crews from the search area and by the ship's 
Sonarmen came unambiguously: ‘'the horizon is clear." 


Capt lst Rank Shaykin involuntarily thought about the submarine's CO: an 
officer of outstanding intellect and skill. It was felt that he was waging 
the battle boldly ard abl; as they say, he does not play the game of givea- 
way. A violent enemys .ixed patterns, especially n matters of tactics, 
Shaykin always preferred a strong "enemy" in an exercise. He did not consid- 
er himself infallible. But he could not reconcile himself to defeat. The 
duty of an ASW officer required: "Think! Act!" And he calmly advised the 
sonarmen to be more attentive, to probe first one sector, then another. Dur- 
ing the reports of theflight supervisor he gave precise directions: conduct 
the search, let the crews show initiative. 


The ship's sonarmen "'pot"' the submarine. They held it for a long time, the 
contact was continuous. Shaykin understood: this occasion was far from a 
success for his "far-sighted" sonarmen. The detection was late. But 











something else tormented him: why didn't the helicopter crewmen, who were 
"tail-hovering" near the submarine, find it by intersecting? 

They searched jointly for the cause. Staff officer of the Surface Ships Sec- 
tion Capt 3d Rank B. Karmanov and aircraft navigator Maj A. Tkachev analyzed 
many variants of possible mistakes, discarding one after the other. 

As a result, by making repeated analyses they found that the beam is not 
propagated in the water here in the usual fashion. As a consequence, when 
tuning their sets, by taking the peculiarities of the sea's hydrology into 
account, both the aviators and the ship's specialists found a trusty "far- 
Sighted" observer. This experience augmented our tactical arsenal. 


In speaking about reserves for raising skills in searching for submarines, 

I would like to touch on this matter. The navigator-operators who come to us 
and to the ship's helicopter crews are not, unfortunately, taught enough in 
the schools about searching for the underwater enemy by means of sonar gear. 
They have to learn this art ... Jetail in the unit. I think that the question 
of further improving the initial training of naval aviators requires earnest 
review. This will raise the reliability of mutual actions of the forces that 
search for submarines and will enable us, the fliers, to work with confidence 
with the sailors on a single bearing. 
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DOSAAF AND MILITARY COMMISSARIATS 


AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE DEFICIENCIES NOTED 
Moscow KRYL'YA RODINY in Russian No 5, May 83 p 14 


[Article by P. Derkachenko, head of aircraft maintenance department, USSR DOSAAF Cen- 
tral Committee: "Take Last Year's Lessons into Account, Textbook Maintenance for Avia- 
tion Equipment "] 


[Text] ...All conditions that day favored a productive day of flight training: there 
were no clouds, visibility was good and the flight schedule had been well-planned. 
The schedule included among other things the first flight in the Yak-52, a sports and 
trainer aircraft new for the Dushanbe flying club. Instructors and students waited 
with impatience for it to take off to see how it would behave in the air. At the ap- 
pointed time the flight director cleared it for takeoff. The Yak-52 travelled down 
the runway, gathering its speed...but it didn't take off. When it was about half-way 
through its takeoff run, the pilot suddenly throttled back. The speed indicator was 
not functioning. 





Why ? 


A check of the aircraft revealed that the flying day had been spoiled by a flagrant 
disregard of basic requirements governing procedures involved in the preflight check 
of the aircraft. In assembling the aircraft an aircraft equipment technician had 
failed to connect the static and dynamic pressure lines properly. He had not checked 
for proper aneroid-diaphragm instrument readings. Neither the aircraft technician nor 
the engineer had checked the work of the instrument specialist. It was clear that the 
people in Dushanbe had failed to take a good look at the practical experience of clubs 


which had already begu * e the Yak-52 and to familiarize their aircraft specialists 
with material KRYL'YA «\l..: had published on special features of the process of assem- 
bling the Yak-52 and pre; ring it for flight operatio.u.s, despite the fact that they had 


received special instuctions on the subject. This knowledge would have helped avoid 
errors and in developing quicker mastery of the Yak-52. 


I have referred to | incident because this year will see most of our flying clubs 
using the Yak-52 to train their sports aviators and improve their flying skills. As 
distinct from the Yar-i2, with which we are now thoroughly familiar, the Yak-52 is 
more complicated to control and operate and in the air is subjected to greater loads. 
So the period during which a club is familiarizing itself with this new aircraft will 
also see greater demands placed on technicians and all aircraft specialists in the way 
of heightened awareness and increased responsibility for al] werk performed on the air- 
craft, from assembling a newly arrived Yak-52 to putting it in the air. 
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In the meantime, however, not all of our mechanics and technicians or even of their 
engineer supervisors are demonstrating this kind of heightened attention and vigilance. 
We have already seen instances in which the Yak-52’has been improperly assembled, where 
the technical, mechanical condition of the aircraft has not been thoroughly studied and 
in which the operating condition of its various systems has not been adequately checked 
in the course of preflight preparations, the forced cancellation of the flight at the 
Dushanbe flying club serving as evidence of this. | 


We are now beginning a period of particularly intensive flight training. The amount 
of work required of all aviation engineering services personnel, particularly of our 
operations people, is going to increase accordingly. The spring and summer months 

are going to be a real test of their professional maturity. They are going to have to 
do more and do it faster, not failing to overlook the slightest detail, and to keep in 
mind the rule, borne out by practical experience itself, that has it that "success in 
the air is forged on the ground." For it is precisely on the ground, in the process 
of preflight preparation, during the checks and inspections performed before each new 
flight that the foundation is laid for the operational reliability of both our fixed- 
and rotary-wing aircraft and for the successful accomplishment of flight exercises. 

It will be in clubs which strive continually to instill in their aircraft specialists 
a deep sense of personal responsibility for the quality of their own performance, 
which organize work in an efficient, well-planned manner and which make vigorous ef- 
forts to the publicize and disseminate information concerning the experience of lead- 
ers in socialist competition, it will be in clubs like this where we will see work 
proceed according to plan and activities conducted without incidents due to the failure 
of some piece of equipment. 


Aviation engineering services personnel of the Kinel'-Cherkasy, Vitebsk and Minsk fly- 
ing clubs have begun this s:mmer period of intensified operations fully prepared. 

With active ass stance from yarty, trade union and Komsomol organizations, their lead- 
ers, S. Baranov, V. Druy and G. Novodranov, have made effective use of the winter 
period to improve the professional skills of their engineers, technicians and mechanics 
and to develop in each individual the habit of adhering rigorously to the requirements 
of documents governing the preflight preparation of both fixed- and rotary-wing air- 
craft. Well-planned operational organization and rigorous step-by-step monitoring of 
all work combined with tight work discipline will insure that aircraft are readied for 
flights quickly and reliably during the summer period of intensified ilight operations 
as well. 


Unfortunately, all clubs have not yet been able to instill in their technical person- 
nel a sense of personal responsibility for their work and the habits of discipline and 
rigorous adherence to rules governing preflight and postflight inspection of aircraft. 
So it comes as no surprise that organizations like this will experience flight inci- 
dents as a result of poor quality work during preflight preparations. Only indiscipline 
and inadequate supervision of the work of aircraft technicians on the part of brigade 
leaders and maintenance engineers can account for the Kostroma club's sending up air- 
craft, the cockpit canopy on one of which was improperly closed, another one of which 
had not been refueled with the proper amount of fuel following the preceding flight 

and a third of which had had a foreign object left inside the fuselage. Technical 
maintenance unit specialists had left this dangerous object behind after having com- 
pleted their servicing. The technician then failed to notice it when he accepted the 
aircraft. Such violations of the rules governing the preflight preparation of aircraft 
as these which have occurred over the past year should provide material for a serious 
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lesson for comrade Polovnikov, the club's deputy chief of aviation engineering ser- 
vices. He has clearly not been devoting adequate attention to an effort to instil] 
in his subordinates the proper work discipline and sense of personal responsibility 
for the safety of the club's flight operations. 


Other flying clubs have also experienced instances in which aircraft have been sent up 
with improperly secured cockpit canopies, cowlings and access covers and fuel tanks on 
which the caps had not been replaced. When an Mi-2 helicopter lifted off from the 
Viadimir flying club on one occasion, for example, the right reducing gear cowling 

flap came open. This happened because a technician had gone off to ready another 
helicopter before he had completed his preflight preparations on the first one, the 
flight crew, however, demonstrating negligence on its part in accepting the aircraft. 
In violation of the rules it had started the engines and taken off without a technician 
being present. 


The fiight incidents which personnel have been responsible for over the past year were 
consequences of lax and inefficiently organized aircraft preflight maintenance and 
breaches of production and operational discipline. 


The tasks set our flying clubs by the 9th All-Union DOSAAF Congress require that we 
impose drastically more exacting demands upon all personnel involved in the organiza- 
tion and ground support of flight operations and put forth more consistent efforts to 
insure rigorous adherence to all rules governing aircraft and aviation equipment main- 
tenance. 


It will be important, however, to combine these increased demands with paternal concern 
for the people involved. For the fact is that the overwhelming majority of our air- 
craft specialists are truly self-sacrificing workers. They are the first to arrive at 
an airfield and the last to leave. Concern for improvement of their working conditions, 
for providing them with adequate time off and the state of their professional skills is 
one of a club director's foremost responsibilities. It is of great importance to render 
our aircraft specialists effective assistance in improving their knowledge and skills in 
preventing aviation equipment failures and continually working to add to the fund of 
knowledge they need to draw upon in their practical everyday work. 


Considering the relationship in which he stands to an aircraft or helicopter, the air- 
craft technician will be respectfully referred to as its "boss." This in fact reflects 
the way the system actually works. He is the one who initiates and concludes the work 
done in preparing them for their next flight. The engine, avionics and other system 

specialists do their work on an aircraft only with his go-ahead; and then he, the tech- 





nician, is responsib! ic: -cking to see that they have done everything properly. So 
the quality of the piec.].i ht work done on an aircraft and, consequently, to a great ex- 
tent the safety of the fiigiit itself will depend in turn upon the extent to which the 


aircraft's "boss" is professionally qualified, to which he is demanding of both himself 
and specialists doing related work and to which he is well-disciplined and capable of 
working with maximum .°. iciency. 


The technician is one of the central figures of the flying club. It is therefore im- 
portant to enhance his authority and instill in him a love foi this critical and dif- 
ficult profession. Also of importance is to impose more exacting demands upon our 
personnel and thereby to insure more rapid, more efficient dissemination of innoyative 
practical experience accumulated by the leading practitioners. 














To insure the safety of flight operations and preserve equipment is a task of national 
importance. The efforts of all aviation specialists—engineers, technicians and me- 
chanics—should be directed toward accomplishing it. Each individual practicing these 
professions must be instilled with a deep, consuming sense of personal responsibility 
for performing the best quality work in a timely manner and for rigorous adherence to 
laws governing flight operations. 


COPYRIGHT: "Kryl'ya rodiny," 1983 
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MILITARY SCHOOLS AND ACADEMIES 


TAMBOV HIGHER MILITARY AVIATION SCHOOL FOR PILOTS PROFILED 
Moscow KRYL'YA RODINY in Russian No 5, May 83 (signed to press 11 Apr 83) pp 18-19 


[Article by Colonel B. Sokolov, head of the school's political department: “Higher 
Pilot Training, In Our Aviation Schools"] 


[Text] The Tambov Red Banner Higher Military Aviation School for Pilots imeni M. M. 
Raskova is one of our country's oldest pilot-training schools. It traces its history 
back to the Engel's pilot-training school founded in 1931. For forty years now it has 
borne the name of Marina Raskova, a heroic daughter of the Soviet people whose memory 
is sacred to us, just as service to the motherland was sacred to her, service to those 
ideals which for many decades now the Communist Party has instilled in the Soviet peo- 
ple. Young patriots, many of whom underwent their early training as members of defense 
society organizations, are today donning the soldier's overcoat to keep the skies clear 
above our land. The road they have chosen is a difficult one. Difficult, but honor- 
able. For they are in fact carrying on the famous efforts of their fathers. 


Readiness to do the great deed for the glory of the motherland is one of the oldest 
fighting traditions among the graduates of our school. You cannot remain unmoved when 
you read Marshal of the Soviet Union G. K. Zhukov's memoirs concerning the heroic deed 
of Senior Lieutenant V. Skobarikhin, a hero pilot and a graduate of the Engel's pilot 
training school: "To rescue his comrade, Senior Lieutenant V. Vuss, from a dangerous 
situation in this unequal battle, he fearlessly rammed the Japanese fighter...." This 
was in combat over the Khalkhin-Gol River. Those prewar years saw V. Kalachev, V. Belo- 
usov, IL. Lakeyev and I. Kvashin cover their names with undying glory. They all became 
heroes. 


Our graduates partici..r]. a.stinguished themselves during the Great Patriotic War. 
L. Mikhaylov, A. Kadomcsev, B. Panin, D. Tarasov, D. :.oryazin, P. Potapov and V. Zem- 
lyanskiy all rammed ground targets in disabled or burning aircraft. I. Palyakov, S. 
Achkasov, A. Pozdnyakov, A. Avdeyev, M. Osipov and N. Terekhin rammed other aircraft 
in the air. 


During the time they spent at the school in Tambov they all acquired a thorough mili- 
tary and political knowledge, they were tempered ideologically and they developed a 
greater love for and loyalty to their motherland and the Communist Party. In their 
violent clashes with the enemy they acted fearlessly and valiantly. 


The motherland has honored the great deeds of her sons appropriately. Some 190 of the 
school's graduates have become Heroes of the Soviet Union, while M. Odintsov, V. Golubev 
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and M. Gareyev were honored with this award twice.” Among our graduates have been 
Marshals of Aviation G. Zimin and I. Pstygo and Colonel Generals of Aviation L. Bate- 
khin and A. Volkov. 


The torch carried into battle by the generations which have gone before has been passed 
into reliable hands. Our school's graduates are serving the fatherland, laboring con- 
tinuously to strengthen its defensive strength. The Guards pilots of the regiment com- 
manded by Guards Colonel V. Sadikov led last year's air force-wide socialist competi- 
tion to render a worthy salute to the 60th anniversary of the formation of the USSR. 

A final check showed that the regiment had successfully accomplished its training plans 
and fulfilled its socialist obligations. 


In the new 1983 competition, school personnel have responded with pride and enthusiasm 
to the challenge of another unit, a Guards bomber air regiment which is also commanded 
by one of our graduates, Guards Lieutenant Colonel V. Tatarchenko. In entering into 
this socialist competition, the regiment called air force aviators to make their own 
contribution to the glorious traditions of the air Guards through self-sacrificing 
performance of their military duties, to stand a vigilant guard over the motherland 
and to improve organization and discipline. 


To honor the school's glorious 50th anniversary it was awarded the Order of the Red 
Banner. How moving it was to see this high award added to the unit's colors, a symbol 
of military honor, valor and glory, by Colonel General of Aviation L. Batekhin, chief 
of the air force's political directorate and another one of our graduates. 


Our school is now training pilot-engineers. Our graduates carry with honor the highly 
respected title of “graduate of the Tambov Higher...." 


On the basis of socialist competition results for 1982, the school won the title of 
"Best USSR Air Force Flight Training School" and was awarded the Air Force's challenge 
prize. 


The graduation of each new class of military pilots is a credit to our entire organiza- 
tion—commanders, political personnel, instructors, pilots, navigators, engineers and 
technicians. 


The educational process here is a complex one. Students have to develop an inner con- 
viction of the wisdom and necessity for the requirements imposed by regulations and of 
the essential soundness of regulation procedures. The school’s routine is oriented to- 
ward the development of this conviction. 


This education begins in the very first days of the training program. Political sur- 
veys and informational sessions with the students. Events at home and abroad are al- 
ways tied in with the goings-on at the school, the course work and activities within 
the subunit [podrazdeleniye], with service, training and performance of duty. 


The educational process takes a variety of forms: readers' conferences, friendship 
evenings, meetings with war and labor heroes, pupils and students and amateur perfor- 
mances put on by the students themselves. 


Readers' conferences are occasions for the discussion of popular books by Soviet mili- 
tary leaders considered worthy of attention and topics concerning courage, mastery of 
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military skills, the heroism of the Soviet people during the war and life and mili- 
tary in the everyday peacetime world. 


So here we see what were only a short time before mere schoolboys gradually transformed 
into soldiers with a sense of personal responsibility for missions they are assigned 
and sensing the approach of that great turning point in their lives—the beginning of 
their flight training. By the start of their second year of training they are already 
no longer what they used to be; you wouldn't recognize them any longer. They are now 
mature soldiers from whom you can demand things and to whom you can entrust things. 


The educational process doesn't stop here, of course. It continues on uninterrupted. 
The student has to develop into a pilot and a teaching commander. And this is what he 
becomes. Beginning with their very first course, students will study party history, 
political economy, Marxist-Leninist philosophy and scientific communism as the legacy 
of the great revolutionary thinkers and the theoretical foundation of the Soviet Army's 
invincibility. 


Future pilots, the students here are an exceptionally close-knit group. They do every- 
thing as a group, they have everything in common: success and failure, joy and disap- 
pointment. They help one another both in their training and in their sports activities. 
Close friendship bears excellent fruit—high test scores and consistently good perfor- 
mance. 


It's a pleasure to see our students, future officers, and talk to them: they're knowl- 
edgeable, well-read and tactful. That's why why they're held in such high esteem in 
the schools we sponsor, where they perform a great deal of public service: they direct 
the activities of a number of different groups, assist Pioneer and Komsomol organiza- 
tions and help organize and conduct tours and military sports games. 


The students are enthusiastic spokesmen for aviation. They meet with other young men 
to help them prepare for admission to the school. They explain to them that the future 
pilot-engineer needs to develop a thorough knowledge of mathematics, physics and chem- 
istry and that the pilots of today's aircraft have to be in excellent health, which 
will require constant involvement in sports activities and physical training programs. 
A pilot must be daring, fearless, resolute and, what is most important, cool and col- 
ected with great endurance, for it is these qualities which constitute a guarantee of 
successful performance. 


We have everything we need here to train our future pilots: highly qualified instructors 
and professors, good training facilities measuring up to modern-day requirements, first- 
rate aviation equipment an! simulators and an experienced staff of flight personnel. 


Having in fact everything they require at their disposal, the students are able con- 
tinually to improve their mastery of both theoretical knowledge and practical piloting 
skills. Among these students we find the best of the best: 0. Galantsev, here on an 


M. V. Frunze scholar: - G. Ivanov, winner of a Lenin Komsomol scholarship and V. Sha- 
talov, rated "outst ding" un training and the first in the school to fly a new air- 
craft. 
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What we are accomplishing today is a step in the direction of new heights in the 
mastery of combat skills. We measure our performance against a precept of V. I. 


Lenin's. "Don't rest on your laurels; always strive to improve on what you have 
accomplished; keep trying to better your own record." 


COPYRIGHT: "Kryl'ya rodiny", 1983 
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MILITARY SCHOOLS AND ACADEMIES 


OFFICER MILITARY ACADEMIES LISTED, ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS GIVEN 
Entrance Requirements, Partial List 

Riga SOVETSKAYA MOLODEZH' in Russian 23 Apr 83 p 4 

[Article and list: "Officer Is a Heroic Profession" ] 


[Text] For those who wish to become an officer, the path to accomplishing the 
dream is opened up by the military academies. Right now most of them are in- 
cluded in the category of institutions of higher learning. They have at their 
disposal experienced professional instructional staff, the most modern train- 
ing-aids base, and the most complete libraries and sports complexes. Graduates 
of higher military training institutions receive the military title of "lieu- 
tenant" or "engineer-lieutenant,' and a standard All-Union type degree is 
issued, with conferment of a military skill rating that is appropriate to 
the school's curriculum. What are the requirements for entrance to military 
training institutions? 


The military academies accept young people from among civilian youth and sol- 
diers, sailors, sergeants and petty officers of all branches of the service 
who have completed a _ secondary education, are in a state of health suitable 
for training in military-training institutions and successfully pass the com- 
petitive entrance examinations. Age is from 17 to 21 years, and also if one 
will be 17 in the year of entrance. 


Civilian youths are given an application at the rayon (or city) military com- 
missariat of the plaice of residence. It shows: the family name, the given 
name and the patronymic oi the entrant, year and month of birth, home address, 
and also the type of military training institutions. Also appended to the 
application are: an autobiography, a reference from the place of work or 
study, a party or Komsomol reference, copies of papers about the secondary 
education, a copy of the birth certificate and three authenticated photo- 
graphs (without hi advear, 4.5x6 cm in size). The candidate presents the pass- 
port, serviceman's identity card or registration certificate and the original 
papers about secondary education and the birth certificate to the acceptance 
commission upon arrival at the military academy. 


The competitive entrance examinations cover the program of general-education 
secondary school and, at most academies, are taken in mathematics (oral and 











written), physics (oral) and Russian language and literature (or composition). 
Those who have studied the Russian language in a school program that was 
taught in a nationality language can write, instead of a composition, an 
account or take down dictation. 


Examinations for entrance to military-training institutions are conducted for 
civilian youth candidates from 15 July to 5 August. The military commissari- 
ats send them to the entrance examinations at the call of the chief of the 
academy and issue free travel documents also for the journey. Upon arrival] 

at the institution, the youth are provided with free food and dormitory shel- 
ter. Along with the entrance examinations they take a medical examination, 
and those entering higher flying and naval academies undergo additional 
vocational psychological selection. Youths who, upon completion of secondary 
school, have been awarded a gold (or silver) medal or graduate from second- 
ary special-training institutions with "excellent" diplomas, enjoy a preferen- 
tial right with respect to entrance. They are enrolled without entrance 
examinations, and, upon arrival at the higher educational institutions, take 
only one examination (oral or written). 


More detailed information can be obtained from the military commissariats at 
the place of residence on all pertinent questions about entry and study at 
military training institutions. 


Higher All-Arms Academies 


Alma-Ata Higher All-Arms Officers' Academy imeni Marshal Sovetskogo Soyuza 
I. S. Konev (480094, Alma-Ata, 94). 


Kiev Higher All-Arms Officers' Twice Red Banner Academy imeni M. V. Frunze 
(252066, Kiev, 66). 


Leningrad Higher All-Arms Officers' Academy Twice Red Banner Academy imeni 
S. M. Kirov (198903, Leningrad-Petrodvorets, 3). 


Moscow Higher All-Arms Officers' Orders of Lenin and the October Revclution 
and Red Banner Academy imeni Verkhovnyy Sovet RSFSR (109380, Moscow, Zh-330). 


Omsk Higher All-Arms Officers' Twice Red Banner Academy imeni M. V. Frunze 
(644004, Omsk, 4). 


The academies prepare the officers with a higher education. Graduates of the 
military training institutions are awarded the military title of "lieutenant" 
and are issued standard All-Union type degrees with conferment of a military 

skill rating that corresponds to the school's curriculum. 


The instruction period lasts 4 years. 
More detailed information on all pertinent questions about entry to and study 


in military training institutions can be obtained at the military commissari- 
ats at the place of residence. 
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Military Training Institutions for Air Defense Troops 


Vilnius Higher Officers' Academy for Air Defense Electronics (232003, Vilni- 
us, 3). 


Kiev Higher Antiaircraft Missile Engineers' Order of Lenin Red Banner Academy 
imeni S. M. Kirov (252048, Kiev, 48). 


Leningrad Higher Antiaircraft Missile Officers' Order of the Red Star Academy 
imeni 60-Let Velikogo Oktyabrya (197061, Leningrad, P-61). 


Pushkin Higher Order of the Red Star Academy of Air Defense Electronics 
(188620, Leningrad, Pushkin, 1). 


Stavropol Higher Military Aviation Academy of Air Defense Pilots and Naviga- 
tors (355021, Stavropol, 21, kray). 


The period of instruction at the engineers' academies and at the engineers' 
faculty of the Pushkin Academy is 5 years, at other academies and also at the 


Officers' Faculty of the Pushkin Academy it is 4 years. 


The academies prepare the officers with a higher education. 


Continuation of Military Academy Listing 
Riga SOVETSKAYA MOLODEZH in Russian 29 Apr 83 p 4 
[Listing: "Officer Is a Heroic Profession"] 
[Text] Higher Military Academies for Chemical Defense 


Kostroma Higher Military Officers' Academy for Chemical Defense (156015, Ko- 
stroma, 15). 


Saratov Higher Military Engineers' Academy for Chemical Defense (410037, Sara- 
tov, 37). 


Tambov Higher Military Officers' Red Banner Academy for Chemical Defense 
(392011, Tambov, 11) 


The schools prepare of ers with a higher educativ;. Graduates of the mili- 
tary training institutions are awarded the military title of "lieutenant" and 
are issued a standard All-Union type degree with conferment of a military 
skill rating that is appropriate to the academy's curriculum. 


Higher Military i..pineers' Academies 


Kalingrad Higher Engineers' Order of Lenin Red Banner Academy of Engineer 
Troops imeni A. A. Zhdanov (236022, Kaliningrad, 22, oblast). 
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Kamenets-Podolsk Higher Military Engineers' Academy imeni marshal inzhenernykh 
voysk V. K. Kharchenko (281900, Kamenets-—Podolsk, Khmelnitskiy Oblast). 


Tyumen Higher Military Engineers' Academy imeni marshal inzhenernykh voysk 
A. I. Proshlyakov (625028, Tyumen, 28, oblast). 


The period of instruction is 4 years (at Kalingrad it is 5 years). 


The academies prepare officers with a higher education. Graduates of the 
military-training institutions are awarded the military title of "lieutenant" 
and are issued a standard All-Union type degree with conferment of a military 
skill rating that is appropriate to the academy's curriculum. 


Higher Military Academies for Communications 


Kemerovo Higher Military Officers' Academy for Communications (650020, Kemer- 
ovo, 20). 


Leningrad Higher Military Engineers' Academy for Communications imeni Lenso- 
vet (193316, Leningrad, 316). 


Novocherkassk Higher Military Officers' Red Banner Academy for Communications 
imeni Marshal Sovetskogo Soyuza V. D. Sokolovskiy (346418, Novocherkassk, 18). 


Tomsk Higher Military Officers' Order of the Red Star Academy for Communica- 
tions (634056, Tomsk, 56). 


Orel Higher Military Officers' Academy for Communications imeni M. I. Kalinin 
(302034, Orel, 34). 


The period of instruction is 4 years. 


Graduates of the academies for communications are sent for service to all 
branches of the USSR Armed Forces. Entrance examinations are conducted for 
servicemen beginning 1 July, for civilian youth beginning 10 July. 


The academies prepare the officers with a higher education. Graduates of the 

military education institutions are awarded the military title of "lieutenant" 
and are issued a standard All-Union type degree with conferment of a military 

skill rating that is appropriate to the school's curriculum. 


Higher Military Academy for Rear Services 


Volsk Higher Military Order of the Red Star for Rear Services imeni Leninskiy 
Komsomol (412680, Volsk,3, Saratov Oblast). 


Moscow Higher officers' Academy of Road and Engineering Troops (143909, Bala- 
shikha, 9, Moscow Oblast). 


Yaroslav] Higher Military Finance Order of the Red Star Academy imeni general 
armii A. V. Khrulev (150038, Yaroslavl, 38). 
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Gorkiy Higher Military Academy of Rear Services (603125, Gorkiy, D-125). 


Leningrad Higher Order of Lenin Red Banner Academy of Railroad Troops and 
Military Traffic imeni M. V. Frunze (190000, Leningrad, center). 


The period of instruction depends upon the specialty chosen at these academ- 
ies--4 to 5 years. 


The academies prepare officers with a higher education. Graduates of the 
military training institutions are awarded the military title of "lieutenant" 
and are issued a standard All-Union type degree with conferment of a military 
skill rating that is appropriate to the academy's curriculum. 


Higher Military Automotive Academies 


Ryazan Higher Military Automotive Engineers' Order of the Red Star Academy 
(390014, Ryazan, 14). 


Samarkand Higher Military Automotive Officers' Academy imeni Verkhovnyy Sovet 
Uzbek SSSR (703056, Samarkand, 56, Uzbek SSR). 


Ussuriysk Higher Military Automotive Officers' Academy (692521, Ussuriysk, 21, 
Maritime Kray). 


Chelyabinsk Higher Military Automotive Engineers' Academy (454029, Chelya- 
binsk, 29). 


The period of instruction in the engineers' academies is 5 years, in the offi- 
cers' academies it is 4 years. 


The academies prepare officers with a higher education. Graduates of the 
military training institutions are awarded the military title of "lieutenant" 


and are issued a standard All-Union type degree with conferment of a military 
skill rating that is appropriate to the academy's curriculum. 


Higher Naval Academies 


Higher Naval Academy of Underwater Operations imeni Leninskiy komsomol (198093, 
Leningrad, L-93). 


Higher Naval Engineers' Order of Lenin Academy imeni F. E. Dzerzhinskiy 
(190195, Leningrad, F-195). 


Higher Naval Academy for Electronics imeni A. S. Popov (198135, Leningrad- 
Petrodvorets, 4). 


Kaliningrad Higher Naval Academy (236026, Kalingrad, 26, oblast). 


Sevastopol Higher Naval Engineers' Academy (335033, Sevastopol, 33). 





The period of instruction is 5 years. 


The academies prepare officers with a higher education. Graduates of the 
military training institutions are awarded the military title of “lieutenant” 
and are issued a standard All-Union type degree with conferment of a military 
skill rating that is appropriate to the academy's curriculum. 
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